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DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS 

 

The minimum requirements for a high school diploma are: 
 

 24 credits  

 Successful completion of Senior Research Project 
  Courses required: 

 

 English . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 credits 
  English 9, 10, 11, 12 (CP or NCP) 
 Social Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 credits 

  United States & Pennsylvania History (CP or NCP) 
  World History (CP or NCP) 
  American Government (CP or NCP) 

  Economics (CP or NCP) 
 Math . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 credits 

        *Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 credits 
  Biology (CP or NCP) 
  General Science (vocational and business students) 

        *Arts or Humanities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 credits 
Includes any art, music, family & consumer science, or foreign 
language courses, Business Law, & elective English or Social Studies 

courses. 
        * Exploring Technology 2 ( use as a Sci. or Arts or Humanities) .5 credits  

  Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   .5 credits 
  Safety Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   .5 credits 
  Physical Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   2 credits 

  Electives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   6 credits 
 

There are 5 different programs that students may select.  Each of these programs 

have requirements in addition to the minimum requirements listed above.  Before 
choosing any of these programs students should seek the advice of their 

parents or guardians, teachers, and the school counselors.   
 

1. College Preparatory: for students who are considering attending a four or two-

year college or university.  
2. College Preparatory/Business:  for students who are considering attending a 

four or two-year college or university and are also interested in possibly 

pursuing a business career. 
3. College Preparatory/Vocational:  for students who are interested in attending 

a four or two-year college or university and are also interested in possibly 
pursuing a vocational or technical career. 

4. Business: for students who are interested in attending a business school or 

pursuing a business or secretarial career immediately upon graduation. 
5. Vocational:  for students who are interested in attending a trade/technical 

school, other vocational specialty college, & some programs at two-year colleges 

or pursuing a vocational or technical career immediately upon graduation. 
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Additional requirements for each of the 5 programs are:  
College Preparatory:   

 4 credits of College Preparatory/Honors/AP® English courses 

 3 credits of College Preparatory Social Studies courses 

 3 credits of foreign language (a minimum of 2 credits in one language) 

 4 credits of College Preparatory/Honors/AP® mathematics courses 

 4 credits of College Preparatory or Honors science courses  
 

College Preparatory Business*: 

 4 credits of College Preparatory/Honors/AP® English courses 

 3 credits of College Preparatory Social Studies courses 

 2 credits of foreign language 

 3 credits of College Preparatory/Honors/AP® mathematics courses 

 3 credits of College Preparatory or Honors science courses 

 Word Processing I, II, III, and IV,  AOP and Business Law 
 

College Preparatory Vocational: 

 4 credits of College Preparatory/Honors/AP® English courses 

 3 credits of College Preparatory Social Studies courses 

 3 years of Family & Consumer Sciences or Technology Education or 

completion of a Vocational Technical program. 

 Vocational subject must be included in senior year unless student has             

completed the Health Assistant program as a junior or Computer Repair 
program as a sophomore. 

 One 3 credit sequence and one 4 credit sequence of College Preparatory/    
  Honors/AP® mathematics and science courses. (Note: this requirement 

changes to 3 credits in College PreparatoryHonors/AP® mathematics and 
science courses if the student attends the Vo Tech for 3 years) 

 

Business*: 

 Word Processing I & II,  Word Processing III** & IV**, AOP and Business Law 
**Students attending AOP in grades 10 & 11 can substitute 3 credits of AOP for Word 

Processing III & IV.  
 

Vocational: 

 Minimum of 3 years of Family & Consumer Sciences or Technology  

Education or completion of a Vocational Technical program 

 Vocational subject must be included in senior year unless student has             

completed the Health Assistant program as a junior or Computer Repair 
program as a sophomore. 
 

Business students in the class of 2011 may have a full year of Word Processing I 
which is equivalent to Word Processing I & II.  Students in the class of 2011 would 

need to still take Word Processing III and IV. 
Please note:  Some students may have taken Word Processing I and/or II in 8th grade.  Successful 

completion of either or both of these courses count towards senior high credits. 
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HONORS COURSES 
 

An honors course option is available to students in grades 10-12 who are 

taking college preparatory courses in Math, Science and English.  Honors courses are 
designed to be academically rigorous and challenging to the highest achieving 

students in each of these areas.  Students should expect a college-level experience in 
an honors course selection.  A student can take any number of honors courses for 
which he or she qualifies. 

 

To qualify for an honors course a student must have obtained a minimum of a 

93% average for four consequtive semesters in the respective course area in which 
he or she wishes to qualify.   

 

Twelfth grade honors eligibility will be derived from the students’ tenth and 

eleventh grade course average in that respective study.  Eleventh grade honors 
eligibility will be derived from the students’ ninth and tenth grade course average in 

that respective study.  Tenth grade honors eligibility will be derived from the 
students’ eighth and ninth grade course average in that respective study.   

 

Student eligibility for honors courses will be determined twice throughout the 

year.  First,  during the pre-scheduling process when a pool of eligible candidates will 
be determined according to their grades in English, Science, and/or Math.  Second, 
after the final (fourth) marking period grades are submitted, students will be 

scheduled in the respective honors course if they have met the criteria and are 
interested in participating in the honors class(es) for which they have qualified.  A 
student will not be scheduled for an honors course for which he or she may have 

previously qualified if a student achieved at least a 93% average during the pre-
scheduling process, but then failed to maintain at least a 93% average when the 

fourth marking period is averaged into the equation for the four consequtive 
semesters. 

 

Honors courses are weighted if the student achieves at least a C+.  A C+ 

becomes a B- (2.67), a B- becomes a B (3.00), a B becomes a B+ (3.33), a B+ becomes 
A- (3.67), A- becomes A (4.0), and A becomes A+ (4.33).  (Please note:  There are a few 
scholarships, such as the Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program, that require if 

a student’s grades are weighted, they must become unweighted). 
 

AVAILABLE HONORS COURSES 
 

   Honors English 10 
   Honors English 11 

   Honors English 12 
   Honors Integrated Math III  

   Honors Pre-Calculus 
   Honors Calculus 

  Honors Chemistry 

   Honors Physics 
   Honors Advanced Biology 
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DUAL ENROLLMENT COURSES 
 

 Dual enrollment  courses refers to courses that students can take at our high 
school and earn college credit.  Our high school has entered into an agreement 

with Pennsylvania Highlands Community College.  It is imperative for students to 
realize that just because he/she completes the enrollment form (available in the 
principal’s office) for a dual enrollment course and receives “credit” from 

Pennsylvania Highlands Community College, it does not mean that he/she will 
definitely receive credit from other colleges.   
 

 Students must check with each college he/she may be considering applying to 
in order to find out what its transfer policy is.  Each college has requirements of 

what it will and will not accept.  These requirements may be based on the course 
you took, the major you plan to take, the grades you achieved, the college giving 
the dual enrollment credit, course requirements for the college, where you took 

the dual enrollment course, and limits on the number of courses that can be 
transferred.   
 

 Please refer to each college’s transfer policy section (available online) as well as 
personally contacting the admissions office.  In some cases colleges have a 

particular person who deals specifically with dual enrollment questions.  Students 
can also go to the Penn Highlands CC website www.pennhighlands.edu.  A helpful 

website is the PA TRAC (Transfer and Articulation Center).  This website allows a 
student to enter information about the dual enrollment courses by clicking on 
“Course Equivalencies” and then checking to see if certain colleges (all state 

universities and community colleges along with a few other colleges) will accept 
the transfer and how the college will consider it as a transfer credit.  For more 
complete information go to www.PAcollegetransfer.com . 
 

Most colleges will require an official transcript from Pennsylvania Highlands 
Community College.  Transcript request forms are available online at 

www.pennhighlands.edu/registration : click on “Registration Forms”, then 
“Transcript Request” or go directly to the pdf version of the transcript form at 
www.pennhighlands.edu/forms/registration/phcc_transcript_request.pdf  or in 
our office.  Penn Highlands charges $3.00 for each official transcript you need 
sent.  Please note that Pennsylvania Highlands was previously named “Cambria 

County Community College”. 
 

     Dual enrollment courses 

     Advanced Chemistry    CAD II*   
     Calculus**      Computer Applications*   

     Honors Calculus**             Honors English 12  
     Honors Pre-Calculus    Physics II 
     Vertebrate Anatonomy 
 

*There are additional requirements for students to receive Dual Enrollment 
college credit for these two courses.  Check with the principal’s office. 

**Pending approval from PA Highlands Community College. 
 

http://www.pennhighlands.edu/
http://www.pacollegetransfer.com/
http://www.pennhighlands.edu/registration
http://www.pennhighlands.edu/forms/registration/phcc_transcript_request.pdf
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AP® (ADVANCED PLACEMENT) 
 

 Advanced Placement® courses plan to be offered for the 2010-2011 school 
year.  In order to participate and receive approval for the AP® Program, our school 

must first complete several steps according to the timeline provided by the College 
Board™ before we can offer courses and possibly exams.  In an effort to keep our 

students and parents updated we are providing information concerning what AP® is 
and the possible courses that will be offered for the 2010-2011 school year. 
 

 AP® offers more than 30 courses and exams from a variety of subject areas.  
AP® courses provide students with the opportunity to challenge themselves with 
college-level courses.  Although an AP® course is not required for a student to be able 

to take an AP® exam, students may feel better prepared for the exam upon 
completion of an AP® course.  The two to three hour exams are offered once a year in 

May.   
  

 Through AP’s® college level courses and exams, students can earn college 

credit and/or advanced placement.  More than 90% of 4-year colleges in the U.S. 
provide credit and/or advanced placement for qualifying exam scores.  To determine 
a college’s AP® criteria including qualifying exam scores, students should check the 

website for each college they may be considering.  Students can also go to 
www.collegeboard.com and click on “AP®” under “College Board Tests”, then click on 
“AP® Credit Policy” under the “Tools” section on the right side of the page.  To begin 

your search you can either type in the name of the college or click on the first letter of 
the college’s name.  You should find a link that will take you directly to the AP® 

policy for that particular college.  Keep in mind that the college’s evaluation of the 
credits awards for AP® exams is subject to change and may be reviewed and revised 
periodically so it is important to check with the colleges frequently.   
 

  
 To determine if you should consider taking one of these AP® courses, the 

College Board has a tool called “AP® Potential” that helps identify students who are 
likely to succeed on AP® Exams.  College Board research shows strong correlations 

between students’ PSAT/NMSQT scores and AP® Exam results.   “These studies 
show that PSAT/NMSQT scores are strong predictors of students’ AP® Exam scores, 
when used in conjunction with … high school grades, grades in previous same-

disipline course work, and the number of same-discipline (ex. English, math) courses 
a student has taken, can serve to provide reliable guidance in identifying additional 
students who may be ready for the rigor of AP®.” (College Board website: 

professionals).  Students who took the PSAT/NMSQT in October 2009 can see one of 
the school counselors to find out his/her AP® Potential.  However, it is important to 

keep in mind that although AP® Potential is a strong indicator, it only accounts for 
part of the factors that determine a student’s AP® Exam score.  Other important 
factors include:  “individual student motivation and preparation, parental support, 

and teacher efficacy.” (College Board website: professionals). 
 

Please Note:  In order to possibly qualify for college credit, a student must take 
and achieve a certain score on the AP® exam for the course.   

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
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AP® (ADVANCED PLACEMENT) 

 
 
Advantages of taking an AP® course and exam: 

J Earn college credit and advanced placement 
J Be more noteable in the college admissions process 
J Gain skills that will help you succeed in college 

J Expand your intellectual scope 
J Possibility of earning recognition through the AP® Scholar Awards (not a monetary 

award) 
 
Our school is currently looking at AP® Calculus AB and AP® English Literature and 

Composition.   The descriptions that follow come directly from the College Board™ 
website.  More detailed information including a complete course description is 

available by going to the College Board website (www.collegeboard.com ) and then 
clicking on “AP®” which is listed in the student’s section under “College Board Tests”.   
 

 
AP ®Calculus AB (pending approval): is designed to be taught over a full high 
school academic year.  It is possible to spend some time on elementary functions and 

still cover the Calculus AB curriculum within a year.  However, most of the year must 
be devoted to topics in differential and integral calculus.  Before studying Calculus 

AB, all students should complete four years of secondary mathematics designed for 
college-bound students: courses in which they study algebra, geometry, trigonometry, 
analytic geometry, and elemary functions. (Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus or Honors 

Pre-Calculus)   
 
AP® English Literature and Composition (pending approval): is designed to 

engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature.  
Through the close reading of selected texts, students can deepen their understanding 

of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their 
readers.  As they read, students should consider a work’s structure, style, and 
themes, as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, 

imagery, symbolism, and tone.  (Prerequisite:  College Prep or Honors English)   
 

 
Please Note:  In order to possibly qualify for college credit, a student must take 
and achieve a certain score on the AP® exam for the course.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
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FOUR-YEAR PLANS 

 

                       COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
 

GRADE 9      Grade 10     Grade 11        Grade 12 
 

English 9 CP      English 10 CP/Hon  English 11CP/Hon       English 12CP/Hon/AP 

US & PA History CP     World Hist CP    Am. Govt. CP       Physical Ed 

Biology CP      Chemistry/Hon     Econ CP        Calculus/Calc. Hon/AP 

Integrated Math II        Int. Math III/Hon     Physics I/Honors         or Discrete (1) 

French or Spanish       French or Spanish    Pre-Calc/Hon (1)       At least 1 Adv. Science: 

Exploring Technology 2    Safety Ed        French or Spanish         Vertebrate Anatomy 
Physical Education     Physical Ed     Physical Ed               Adv. Chemistry 

Arts or Humanities (1 cr.)    Electives*     Health           Physics II 

                          Electives*           Honors Adv. Biology   

*College Prep students also need at least 1.5 additional credits of electives. 

                           

COLLEGE PREPARATORY/BUSINESS 
 

GRADE 9      Grade 10          Grade 11   Grade 12 
 

English 9 CP      English 10 CP/Hon  English 11CP/Hon            Engl 12CP/Hon/AP 

US & PA History CP     World Hist CP        Physics I/Honors            Am. Govt. CP 
Biology CP      Chemistry/Hon    Pre-Calc/Honors  Econ CP 

Integrated Math II     Int. Math III/Hon     Physical Ed    Physical Ed              

French or Spanish        French or Spanish   AOP    AOP 

Word Processing I & II*    Word Proc. III & IV* Health (11 or 12)     Health (11 or 12)   

Physical Education     Physical Ed             Bus Law (11 or 12)  Bus Law (11 or 12)   

Exploring Tech 2     Safety Ed   
 

No additional elective credits needed. 
            
*see note about Word Processing requirements on page 3.  If student took Word Processing I 

and/or II in 8th grade, he/she would take the next level of Word Processing.                       
 

COLLEGE PREPARATORY/VOCATIONAL 
 

GRADE 9      Grade 10     Grade 11      Grade 12 
 

English 9 CP      English 10 CP/Hon  English 11CP/Hon     English 12CP/Hon/AP 

US & PA History CP     World Hist CP    Am. Govt. CP     Physical Ed 
Biology CP      Chemistry/Hon        Econ CP      CP Math or Science (1): 

Integrated Math II        Int. Math III/Hon     Physics I/Honors       Calculus/Calc Hon./AP  

Exploring Technology 2       Safety Ed           Pre-Calc/Honors         or Discrete Math 

Physical Education             Physical Ed     Physical Ed                    or Physics II 

Voc. Fam & Cons Sci or    Voc Fam/Cons Sc    Health                 or Adv. Chemistry 
   Voc. Tech Ed Wood 9      or Voc Tech Ed      Voc Fam/Cons Sci         or Hon. Adv. Biology 

Voc. Tech Ed must take at    Electives*                 or Voc Tech Ed           or Vert Anatomy 

  least .5 credits of Arts or Humanities     Electives*                 Voc. Fam/Cons Sci 

           or Voc Tech Ed 

                Electives* 

 
*College Prep/Vocational Family & Consumer Sci. students need at least .5 credits of electives. 

*College Prep/Vocational Tech Ed. students need at least 4.0 additional credits of electives. 

          



 

 

 

9 

 

FOUR-YEAR PLANS 

 

COLLEGE PREPARATORY/VO TECH (3 years)** 
 

GRADE 9      Grade 10  Grade 11    Grade 12 

 

English 9 CP      English 10 CP/Hon English 11CP/Hon   English 12CP/Hon/AP 

US & PA History CP     Chemistry/Hon   Physics I/Hon   World History CP 
Biology CP      Int. Math III/Hon    Pre-Calc/Hon   Econ CP 

Integrated Math II       Safety Ed              Am. Govt. CP   Physical Ed 

Exploring Technology 2      Physical Ed     Physical Ed       Health 

Physical Education      Vo Tech            Vo Tech    Vo Tech  

Requirements from:                  

  College Prep or           
  College Prep/Business or         

  College Prep/Vocational        

 

No additional elective credits needed for any Vo Tech program except for students who only 

take Computer Maintenance Technology.  Students who only complete Computer Maintenance 

Technology will need 1.5 additional elective credits.* 
        

**College Preparatory/Vo Tech Health Assistant, Computer Maintenance Technology, or Cisco 

Networking students have an additional CP Math or Science requirement.  

**Students who pursue both College Prep/Cisco Networking and Computer Maintenance 

Technology do not have the additional CP Math or Science requirement.  (pursuing both these 
programs takes 3 years) 

  

BUSINESS 
 
GRADE 9      Grade 10   Grade 11    Grade 12 

 

English 9*         English 10*    English 11*    English 12* 
US & PA History*     World Hist*    Am. Govt. *    Science (1 sem)* 

General Science*     Biology*    Econ *    Physical Ed 

Tech Math I*         Tech Math II*   Tech Math III*    Bus Law (11 or 12)  

Word Processing I& II**    Word Proc III & IV** Bus Law (11 or 12)   Health (11 or 12) 

Physical Education     Physical Ed    Health (11 or 12)   AOP   
Arts or Humanities (1 cr.)    Safety Ed    Physical Ed   

Exploring Technology 2      AOP 

 

No additional elective credits needed. 

 

**see note about Word Processing requirements on page 3.  If student took Word Processing I 
and/or II in 8th grade, he/she would take the next level of Word Processing.           
      
 

 

* College Preparatory classes can be substituted for any math, science, English, or Social 
Studies requirements.  
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FOUR-YEAR PLANS 
 

VOCATIONAL** 
 

GRADE 9      Grade 10  Grade 11  Grade 12 

 

English*       English 10*  English 11*  English 12* 

US & PA History*     World Hist*  Am. Govt.*  Phys Ed 

General Science*     Biology*  Econ*   Voc Fam/Cons Sci 
Tech Math I*       Tech Math II* Tech Math III*    or Voc Tech Ed 

Physical Education             Safety Ed  Health   Humanities electives if  

Exploring Technology 2    Physical Ed  Phys Ed        needed 

Voc. Fam & Cons Sci or    Voc Fam/Cons Sc Voc Fam/Cons Sci    Electives** 

Voc. Tech Ed Wood 9***      or Vo Tech Ed    or Voc Tech Ed      

***Voc Tech Ed students must   Science (1 sem. 11 or 12)*     
   take at least .5 credits of Arts or Humanities   Electives** 

 

*College Preparatory classes can be substituted for any math, science, English, or Social Studies 

requirements. 

        
**Vocational Family & Consumer Science students need at least 2 additonal credits of electives. 

**Vocational Tech Education students need at least 5.5 additional credits of electives.        

 

VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
 
GRADE 9      Grade 10  Grade 11  Grade 12 

 

English 9*        English 10 * English 11*  English 12* 

US & PA History *     Tech Math II* Am. Govt.*  Econ * 
General Science*     Biology*  Tech Math III* Health 

Tech Math I*       Safety Ed  World History* Science (1 sem)* 

Physical Education      Physical Ed    Phys Ed  Phys Ed 

Exploring Technology 2    Vo Tech  Vo Tech   Vo Tech 

Requirements from:                Electives**  Humanities credit if  
  College Prep or                          needed 

  College Prep/Business or       Electives** 

  College Prep/Vocational or            

  Business or  

  Vocational 

 
*College Preparatory classes can be substituted for any math, science, English, or Social Studies 

requirements. 

 

Cisco Networking and Health Assistant are two year programs. 

Computer Maintenance Technology is a one year program.  
 

**Students attending VoTech for 2 years may need up to an additional 2 credits of electives. 

**Students attending VoTech for 1 year may need up to an additional 5 credits of electives.  
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SCHEDULING PROCEDURES 
    

 Each student will pre-schedule (request courses for the next school year) 

with one of the counselors. 

 Each student is advised that pre-scheduling does not mean that the 

student will be guaranteed of getting all his or her requests.  Courses are 
offered determined by the number of students requesting the course.  If a 

minimum number of students do not select the course during this pre-
scheduling process, the course will not be offered.  Additionally, a course 
may be offered during a period that cannot be accommodated in the 

student’s schedule of required courses. 

 Each student is required to schedule a minimum of 30 periods per week in 

some course area.  (Minimum of 6 periods per day each semester.)  Any 
exception to this practice will require the approval of the high school 

principal.  Students will be strongly encouraged to take 7 periods for at least 
one semester. 

 Each student will be given a list of requirements for the next school year. 

 Each student will be provided with a list of their selected courses and 

alternates which they are encouraged to share with their parents or 
guardians.   

 All eighth grade students must have a parent or guardian signature on their 

course selection sheet. 

 Any student in grades 9 through 11 who is considering a program change 

must schedule an appointment with one of the school counselors to review 
options available.  If at the conclusion of this appointment the student still 

wishes to change, he or she must get a change of curriculum permission 
slip to be signed by a parent or guardian.  The school counselor may 

possibly make written comments or request a meeting with the parents or 
guardians about the change on this permission slip. 

 Any student considering a change of a year-long course must schedule an 

appointment with one of the school counselors.  If at the conclusion of this 
appointment the student still wishes to change, he or she must get a change 
of course permission slip to be signed by a parent or guardian.  The school 

counselor may possibly make written comments or request a meeting with 
the parents or guardians about the change.  The school counselor may also 

require the student get a signature from a teacher or teachers involved with 
the potential change.   

 All schedule changes should be made within the first 10 days of the  

beginning of the course.  Exceptions to this will be made on a case-by-case 
situation during which the school principal will be involved and will exercise 
his professional judgment. 

 Teacher input will be solicited when students are choosing and changing 
courses and programs. 

 Teacher recommendations for students’ courses or program selections and 
changes are encouraged.  This information will be shared with the students 
and parents. 
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9th GRADE COURSES & ELECTIVES 
 

COURSE          PAGE 
ADVANCED SEWING I**           45 

ART I               19 
BAND , 9TH GRADE            27 

BIOLOGY CP             54 
CHORUS, 9TH GRADE            27 
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN (CAD) I         61 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS           32 
ENGLISH 9              21 

ENGLISH 9 CP             22 
EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY 2          54 & 60 
FAMILY FOODS**            46 

FCS: Child Development**                45 
FCS: Nutrition & Housing**           45 
FRENCH I              68 

GENERAL SCIENCE            54 
INTEGRATED MATH II            36 

MUSIC THEORY & COMPOSITION          26 
MUSICAL THEATER WORKSHOP          26 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9           48 

PIANO I              26 
PIANO II               26 

SPANISH I              69 
SURVEY OF MUSIC            26 
TECH MATH I             37 

UNITED STATES & PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY CP       73     
UNITED STATES & PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY        73 
VOCATIONAL FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 9       44 

WOOD 9              60 
WORD PROCESSING I            32 

WORD PROCESSING II*           32 
WORD PROCESSING III*           32 
WORD PROCESSING IV*           32 

YEARBOOK             31 
 
 

 
 

*   HAVE PRE-REQUISITES (REFER TO COURSE DESCRIPTIONS) 

** CANNOT BE TAKEN BY VOC. FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE STUDENTS 
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10th- 12th GRADE ELECTIVES 
COURSE      GRADE    PAGE 
ADVANCED CHEMISTRY* DE         12    56 

ADVANCED SEWING I**         10, 11, 12    45 
THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR         10, 11, 12    74 
AOP             10, 11, 12    31 

AP® CALCULUS AB*      12    36 
ART I, ART II, ART III, ART IV        10, 11, 12    19 

ASTRONOMY                11, 12    57 
AUTOMOTIVE MECHANICS         10, 11, 12    63 
BAND             10, 11, 12    27 

BASIC ELECTRONICS                11, 12    57 
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION OCC.        10, 11, 12    63 

BUSINESS LAW         11, 12    32 
C++           11, 12    38 
CABINET MAKING I*        11, 12    60 

CABINET MAKING II*      12    60 
CALCULUS DE**       12    36 
CHEMISTRY*           10, 11, 12    54 

CHEMISTRY & SOCIETY***       11, 12    57 
CHORUS            10, 11, 12    27 

CISCO NETWORKING        11, 12    33 
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN I             10, 11, 12    61 
COMPUTER AIDED DESIGN II DE*        10, 11, 12    61 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS DE*        10, 11, 12    32 
COMPUTER MAINTENANCE TECH        10, 11, 12    33 

CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN HIST.      10, 11, 12    74 
COSMETOLOGY           10, 11, 12    41 
CREATIVE WRITING*        11, 12    24 

CULINARY ARTS           10, 11, 12    42 
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY         10, 11, 12    74 
DISCRETE  MATH      12    36 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE*         10, 11, 12    57 
FAMILY FOODS**          10, 11, 12    46 

FCS: Child Development**         10, 11, 12    45 
FCS: Nutrition & Housing**         10, 11, 12    45 
FIELD BIOLOGY*           10, 11, 12    57 

FORENSIC SCIENCE*              12    57 
FORESTRY*           10, 11, 12    58 & 61 

FRENCH I, II, III, IV          10, 11, 12    68 
GEOGRAPHY, PHYSICAL & CULTURAL10, 11, 12    74 
HEAVY EQUIP. MAINT. & REPAIR        10, 11, 12    63 

HEALTH ASSISTANT          10, 11, 12    49 
*   HAVE PRE-REQUISITES (REFER TO COURSE DESCRIPTIONS) 

** CANNOT BE TAKEN BY VOC. FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE STUDENTS 

DE: DUAL ENROLLMENT; STUDENTS CAN OBTAIN COLLEGE CREDIT FOR THIS COURSE. 

DE*:DUAL ENROLLMENT; ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLY.  CHECK WITH PRINCIPAL. 
DE**: DUAL ENROLLMENT PENDING APPROVAL FROM PA HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE. 
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10th- 12th GRADE ELECTIVES 
COURSE      GRADE    PAGE 

HONORS ADVANCED BIOLOGY*    12    55 
HONORS CALCULUS* DE**     12    38 
HONORS CHEMISTRY*                 10, 11     55 
HONORS INTEGRATED MATH III*        10, 11, 12    38 
HONORS PHYSICS *               11, 12    55 
HONORS PRE-CALCULUS* DE              11, 12    38 
INTEGRATED MATH II          10, 11, 12    36 
INTEGRATED MATH III         10, 11, 12    36 

INTERNATIONAL CUISINE**         10, 11, 12    46 
INVESTIGATIVE TECHNIQUES        10, 11, 12    58 

JOURNALISM           10, 11, 12    24 
MANUFACTURING*          10, 11, 12    60 
METAL WORKING OCCUPATIONS        10, 11, 12    64 

MONEY $MART**         11, 12    46 
MUSIC THEATRE WORKSHOP        10, 11, 12    26 
MUSIC THEORY & COMPOSITION        10, 11, 12    26 

PHYSICS I*          11, 12    54 
PHYSICS II* DE       12    56 

PIANO I, PIANO II          10, 11, 12    26 
PRE-CALCULUS         11, 12    36 
PRINCIPLES OF TECHNOLOGY        10, 11, 12    58 & 61 

PSYCHOLOGY I         11, 12    74 
PSYCHOLOGY II*         11, 12    74 

SCIENCE RESEARCH      12    58 
SOCIOLOGY I           10, 11, 12    75 
SOCIOLOGY II*           10, 11, 12    75 

SPANISH I, II, III, IV          10, 11, 12    69 
SURVEY OF MUSIC          10, 11, 12    26 
TECH MATH II           10, 11, 12    37 

TECH MATH III         11, 12    37 
VERTEBRATE ANATOMY* DE      11, 12    56 

VOCATIONAL CO-OP      12    70 
VOC. FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE  10, 11, 12    44 
VOICE I, II            10, 11, 12    26 

WILDLIFE ECOLOGY*          10, 11, 12    58 
WOMEN IN AMERICAN HISTORY        10, 11, 12    75 
WOOD 9            10, 11, 12    60 

WORD PROCESSING I          10, 11, 12    32 
WORD PROCESSING II*         10, 11, 12    32 

WORD PROCESSING III*         10, 11, 12    32 
WORD PROCESSING IV*         10, 11, 12    32 
YEARBOOK*           10, 11, 12    31 
*    HAVE PRE-REQUISITES (REFER TO COURSE DESCRIPTIONS) 

***CANNOT BE TAKEN BY STUDENTS TAKING CHEMISTRY 
DE: DUAL ENROLLMENT; STUDENTS CAN OBTAIN COLLEGE CREDIT FOR THIS COURSE. 

DE**: DUAL ENROLLMENT PENDING APPROVAL FROM PA HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE. 
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What are Career Pathways? 

 
Career Pathways are clusters of occupations/careers that are grouped together 
because the people in that cluster share similar interests, talents, and abilities.   

 
Port Allegany Pathways are: 
 

 Arts & Communications 

 Business, Management, & Mathematics 

 Consumer Sciences, Health, & Recreation 

 Social, Human, & Governmental Sciences 

 Science & Technology 

 
Choosing a Career Path 

 
Career Pathways are designed for students to explore and to prepare for related 

careers in a broad field.  Students should select courses which blends their interests 
and abilities, and leads to the achievement of personal, educational, and career goals.  
Students will not be locked into a pathway but will be encouraged to explore all 

available opportunities. 
 
What does the Career Pathway System offer for students? 

 

 A career development plan for all students, regardless of their interests, 

abilities, talents, or desired level of education 

 Basic skills for all students, regardless of the level of education or training 

they choose to attain 

 A variety of specific occupational choices, each requiring a different level of 

education and training 

 A way for students to discover the relevance of their selected school courses 

to actual occupations and careers 

 An opportunity for students to assess their own performance, improve 

where necessary, and attain personal and career goals 
 

What are some supplemental activities for students to explore Career Paths? 
 

 Job shadow  

 Volunteer 

 Enter information into and explore www.educationplanner.org 

 Take career interest survey through education planner website 

 Virtual job shadow at www.jobshadow.monster.com 

 Schedule an appointment with one of the school counselors 

http://www.educationplanner.org/
http://www.jobshadow.monster.com/
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ARTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
 

 

 Interests and Abilities typical of this path 
 

Are you . . .  
 
 . . .  creative? 

 . . .  innovative? 
 . . .  flexible? 
 

Do you have . . . 
 

 . . .  artistic ability? 
 . . .  musical ability? 
 . . .  physical/manual dexterity? 

 . . .  good oral and/or written communication skills? 
 

Do you like to work . . . 
 
 . . .  independently? 

 . . .  in self-directed situations? 
 . . .  with other people? 
 

Do you like to express your feelings/ideas . . . 
 

  . . .  visually? 
 . . .  in writing? 
 . . .  by performing? 

 
Do you enjoy . . . 

 
 . . .  artistic activities? 
 . . .  musical activites? 

 . . .  making speeches or debating? 
 . . .  solving problems? 
 . . .  manipulating electronics equipment? 
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Entry Level Careers  
 

These careers require on-the-job-training and/or minimal training: 
 

 Artist   Floral Designer   Photographer’s Assistant 

 Freelance Writer Photo Journalist   Actor/Actress 

 Dancer  Model     Singer 

 Disc Jockey  Sound Technician   Darkroom Technician 
 Bookbinder  Lighting Technician   Telemarketer 

 Stagehand  Reprographic Worker  Seamstress 

 Music Copier  Motion Picture Projectionist Lithographic Worker 

 Announcer  Merchandise Displayer  Telephone Operator 

 

 

Semi -Professional Careers  
 

These careers generally require Technical/Community College and/or experience: 
 

 Ceramists  Computer Artist   Cartoonist 
 Graphic Artist Broadcast Technician  Journalist 

 Copy Writer  Fashion Designer   Interior Designer 

 Photographer  Television Script Writer  Commercial Artist 

 Comedian  Public Safety Telecommunicator Craftsperson 

 Screen Writer  Music Video Producer  Costumer 
 Proofreader  Recording Engineer   Film Editor 

 Fabric Artist  Interpreter for Hearing Impaired Layout/Paste-up Artist 

 

 

Skilled & Professional Careers  
 
For most of these careers you must successfully complete college/university entrance 
requirements.  These careers generally require specialized schools or 
colleges/universities and experience: 
 

 Composer  Advertising Copywriter  Choreographer 
 Critic   Desktop Publisher   Industrial Designer 

 Playwright  Scriptwriter    Landscape Architect 

 Sculptor  Sign Language/Oral Interpreter Fiction Writer 

 Art Director  Art Restorer    Editor 

 Publisher  Cable Television Engineer  Makeup Artist 

 Camera Operator Literary & Theatrical Agent  Public Relations Manager 
 Producer  Choral/Instrumental Director Graphic Arts Management 

 Art Teacher  Music Teacher   Architect 

 Music Librarian English/ Language Arts Teacher Drama Teacher 

 Conductor  Composer    Instrumentalist 
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ART 

 

 

 
COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 

 
 
Art I            9, 10, 11 ,12     semester .5 

Art II           *9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 

Art III               10, 11, 12     semester .5 
Art IV             11, 12     semester .5 
Independent Art Study     10, 11, 12     semester .5 

 
 

 
 
*  If Art I was taken 1st semester in grade 9. 
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    ART ELECTIVES 
 

Art I         semester  .5 credits 
 
 Art I is a developmental course in which the skills and techniques acquired in seventh grade art 

and art history are explored in more depth.  A wide variety of artist-quality materials including colored 

pencil, pastel, india ink, illustration and canvas board will be available to allow students to explore 

design possibilities.  Oil or acrylic painting will be introduced.  Students will also explore styles in art 

history from 1885 to present.  Students will learn to mat their work. 

 

Art II         semester  .5 credits 
 
 Drawing and graphic expression are stressed.  Pencil, scratchboard, pen and ink, and oil painting 

are the major concentrations.  Two dimensional design principles are refined and art history is touched 

upon.  Texture is explored in depth, techniques of modern art may be explored.  Students will gain 

experience in using an artist-quality mat cutter.  Drawings are more finished and the final product 

becomes important. (Prerequistite: Art I). 

 

Art III        semester   .5 credits 
 
 Composition, idea, and theme are considered in depth.  The student should evaluate 

himself/herself for effectiveness of production.  Students will continue to develop their personal styles 

using a variety of media including watercolor, oils, pastel, and pencil.  Larger formats are stressed.  

Dramatic light sources and developing sensitivity to depicting a high degree of contrast are explored.  

Painting on a stretched canvas and with palette knives are introduced.  (Prerequistite: Art I). 

 

Art IV        semester  .5 credits 
 
 Advanced level course insofar as execution of personal expression.  It inlcudes all media, art 

history, and individual approaches.  Students with art as a career choice are given the opportunity to 

further develop personal styles.  Painting is stressed with oil, acrylics, and watercolor.  Drawing with 

extreme detail is developed.  Provision is made for the student’s selection of subject matter.  Students 

have the opportunity to mat and frame their work.  (Prerequistite: Art I).  

 
Independent Art Study      semester  .5 credits 
 
 Serious art students who cannot otherwise fit an elective course into their schedules may choose 

an independent study.  At least three independent projects must be completed each grading period.  The 

student-artist has an opportunity to concentrate on selected media or pursue an individual style.  

(Prerequistite: Art I).  An Independent Study must be approved by the instructor.  Independent 

Studies will be limited to 4 students per semester. 
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ENGLISH 
 
 

   
 
COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 

 
Creative Writing          11, 12    semester         .5 

English 9           9    year   1 
English 10         10    year   1 
English 11         11    year   1 

English 12         12    year   1 
English 9 CP (College Preparatory)       9    year   1 
English 10 CP (College Preparatory)    10    year   1 

English 11 CP (College Preparatory)    11    year   1 
English 12 CP (College Preparatory)    12    year   1 

AP® English Literature (College Prep)    12    year   1 
Honors English 10*       10    year   1 
Honors English 11*       11    year   1 

Honors English 12* DE       12    year   1 
Journalism     10, 11, 12    semester         .5 

Senior High Remedial English    10, 11, 12    semester  1 
 
* Weighted course 
DE: Dual enrollment course.  Students can obtain college credit through Pennsylvania Highlands    
          Community College.    Enrollment packet available in principalõs office. 
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 ENGLISH COURSES 
 

English 9        year   1 credit 
  

Using a thematic approach, students will read a variety of literature including poetry, epic 

fiction, nonfiction and drama including a Shakespearean work.  Writing is comprised of short answer, 

essays and reports using numerous approaches.  Conventions focus on practical application of the 

English language in writing and speaking.  Word meaning, usage, vocabulary, literary concepts and 

other writing conventions are taught throughout the year.  Students will be required to read 

independently, utilizing the Accelerated Reader Program.  The students will be required to research a 

20
th 

century event, person, invention or other issue explaining how it impacts the 21
st
 century. 

 

English 10        year   1 credit 

 

Students will study a variety of genres of literature based on a thematic approach.  The main text 

of the course has an integrated approach to literature and language:  combining reading, analysis, 

writing, grammar, and media.  The use of supplemental novels is an important part of this course.  Skill 

and reading assessments will be established using the STARRS, 4-Sight, and Study Island programs.  

Students will have a variety of independent reading requirements each quarter.  The independent reading 

assessments may be, but are not limited to, Accelerated Reader, reader reviews, biography reports and/or 

speeches.  Vocabulary is generated from the literary units.  A Writer’s Workshop approach will be used 

for all writing pieces.  Narrative, Persuasive and Expository writing will be developed during this 

course.  Students will also research an independent writing piece to reinforce and develop their 

understanding of the methods of research.  Students will present their topics at the end of the Research 

Unit. 
 

English 11        year   1 credit 

  

Students study poetry, nonfiction, short stories, drama, and the novel by American authors.  

Emphasis is on reading, writing and speaking through an integrated text.  The historical development of 

American literature and language is traced from the early Native American works to contemporary 

American literature and examines the impact of American society on writing.  While developing the 

characteristics of effective writing, students are provided a guided research experience that contains all 

standard research components.  Writing and reading skills are emphasized. Independent reading 

throughout each grading period is required for this course that may be assessed in literacy quizzes (i.e. 

Accelerated Reader), reports papers, and other means to determine proficiency. 
 

English 12        year   1 credit 

 

Students will study poetry, fiction, nonfiction, drama, and novels by English and world authors.  

This course offers an overview of English literature as it reflects period history and the impact that 

society and the author have on each other.  There is an emphasis on the development of the English 

language and a review of grammar, mechanics, usage, and style.  Students will write in a variety of 

situations including a research project.   There are independent reading requirements every marking 

period.  Requirements and assessment may vary each quarter and are not limited to Accelerated Reader, 

report, reaction paper, or speech. 
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COLLEGE PREPARATORY ENGLISH COURSES 
 

English 9 CP (College Preparatory)    year   1 credit 
  

Through a variety of literary works, students will express their understanding of literary concepts 

in rigorous analysis of writing styles, themes and content.   Improvements on the students’ writing skills 

include focus on purpose, audience, style, word meaning, and content.  Students will write expository, 

persuasive and narrative pieces.  Literature subjects include fiction, nonfiction, poetry the epic and 

drama including a Shakespearean work.  Students will be required to read independently, utilizing the 

Accelerated Reader Program.  Formal projects utilize both print and electronic sources to create a 

research report that follows the Modern Language Association’s format and incorporates modern library 

research techniques.  The formal research paper will be introduced using the Vietnam War/Conflict as 

the major topic. 
 

English 10 CP (College Preparatory)   year   1 credit 
  

Students will study all genres of literature in a thematic approach and also use an integrated 

approach for literature, writing, vocabulary, author study, and study skills.  The genres possibly studied 

will be fictional short story, nonfiction texts such as biographies and supplemental texts, and poetry.  A 

Writers Workshop format will be used for guided writing assignments in the following modes:  

narrative, descriptive, expository, as well as research projects such as a career research report and Life in 

the 1930’s research.  Students will present research materials and independent reading projects from the 

supplemental content of this class.  Students will investigate the novel To Kill a Mockingbird and 

Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar in a literature circle format and group setting.  Students will have a variety 

of independent reading projects as well as regular reading requirements each quarter.  The independent 

reading expectation assessments may be but is not limited to Accelerated Reader, reaction papers, 

biography reports, and/or speeches.  Web resources will be integrated as supplemental materials. 
 

English 11 CP (College Preparatory)   year   1 credit 
  

Students study poetry, nonfiction, short stories, drama, and the novel by American authors.  The 

historical development of American literature and language is traced from the early Native American 

works to contemporary American literature and examines the impact of American society on writing.  

Writing, reading, listening and speaking skills are emphasized in style, tone as well as content using an 

integrated text.  Students will complete a guided research project that attempts to prepare them for the 

independent research conducted their senior year.  Independent reading throughout each grading period 

is required for this course that may be assessed in literacy quizzes (i.e. Accelerated Reader), reports, 

papers, or other means to determine proficiency. 

 

English 12 CP (College Preparatory)   year   1 credit 

 Students will study poetry, fiction, nonfiction, drama, and novels by English and world authors.  

This course offers an overview of English literature as it reflects period history and the impact that 

society and the author have on each other.  There is an emphasis on the development of the English 

language as it relates to the literary/social/historical issues. Students are expected to develop a critical 

view.  Students will review/use grammar, mechanics, usage, and style in a variety of writing, speaking,  

and listening situations.  The research process is utilized through a student-driven project.  Some outside 

reading is required.  The scope of the class is designed to help the student prepare for college level work. 

There are independent reading requirements every marking period.  Requirements and assessment may 

vary each quarter and are not limited to Accelerated Reader, report, reaction paper, or speech. 
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HONORS & AP® ENGLISH COURSES 

 
Honors English 10      year   1 credit 
 

The course will build upon the College Preparatory English 10.  Students will study all genres of 

literature in a thematic and integrated approach for literature.  Emphasis in the course will be placed 

upon writing/responding to literature, vocabulary acquisition, and independent skill development in 

various areas.  A Writer’s Workshop will be utilized for guided assignments such as:  narrative 

responses, persuasive paper(s), and critical analysis of setting, character, author purpose, and/or theme.  

An expectation for writing a guided research paper based upon Life in the 1930’s and a career report 

will be expected of each student.  Students will also create and investigate topics associated with the 

novel To Kill a Mockingbird and other novels as assigned.  Students will have a variety of independent 

reading projects per quarter as well as a regular reading requirement.  Weighted course. Students must 

meet eligibility criteria to enroll in this course.   
 

Honors English 11      year   1 credit 

  

This course follows a chronological approach to American literature with an emphasis on 

analyzing the effects of historical events on various literary genres.  Each semester will focus on 

research-oriented studies and provide opportunities for students to demonstrate their language arts 

abilities through presentations and discussions.  Writing will progress from thematic and expository 

compositions to in-depth literary analysis.  Readings from a supplemental list will enhance 

understanding of assignments and is required of students in this course.  Independent reading throughout 

each grading period is required for this course that may be assessed in literacy quizzes (i.e. Accelerated 

Reader), reports, papers, or other means to determine proficiency.  Weighted course. Students must 

meet eligibility criteria to enroll in this course.   
 

Honors English 12      year   1 credit 
  

This course is built upon the College Preparatory English 12 course.  As in that course, students 

study poetry, fiction, nonfiction, drama, and novels by English and world authors.  This course offers an 

overview of English literature as it reflects period history and the impact that society and the author have 

on each other.  Students are expected to develop a critical view through writing/discussing writers’ 

works.  There is an emphasis on the development of the English language as it relates to the 

literary/social/historical issues.  Students will review/use grammar, mechanics, usage, and style in a 

variety of writing/speaking/listening situations.  The research process is utilized through a student driven 

project and related multi-media group presentation.  Students are assigned independent reading and 

writing coursework.  The scope and pace of the class is designed to help the student prepare for college 

level work and attempts to challenge their level of achievement.  There are independent reading 

requirements every marking period.  Requirements and assessment may vary each quarter and are not 

limited to Accelerated Reader, report, reaction paper, or speech.  Weighted course. Students must 

meet eligibility criteria to enroll in this course.  Students can also obtain college credit through the 

dual-enrollment program. 

                              
AP® English Literature 12     year   1 credit  
See description and information on page 7. (Prerequisite: College Prep or Honors 

English). 
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Remedial English 
 

Senior High Remedial English (Grades 10-12)  semester  1 credit 
 

This remedial course is intended for students who have not attained the basic level of proficiency 

as measured by the passing grade used at our school.  Students may elect to take this semester course to 

attain credit for one full course credit.  This remedial course is equipped to bolster students’ reading and 

writing proficiencies at the grade levels 10-12.  Students will use a specific core text, novels, and other 

material chosen by the teacher.  The course will utilize assessment and PSSA skill material.  The PSSA 

skill development will integrate anchor skills.  It is important to note this course is aimed at remediation 

in one full-year course; it is not intended to act as compensation for failing other grade levels in English.  

A student may elect to take this course only once.  Students are required to do the daily work and 

perform any writing projects that would be required during the regular full-year course.  Independent 

reading will also be required.  This expectation will need to be maintained along with your regular 

English teacher.  A discussion about Accelerated Reader requirements needs to occur prior to due dates!  

(This course is not allowed to replace a College Prep English requirement.) 

 

ENGLISH ELECTIVES 
 

Journalism        semester  .5 credits 
  

This elective is an academic lab class with a three-pronged approach: journalism history, writing, 

and online-research.  Using a textbook, Journalism Today, students read about landmark cases and 

Supreme Court decisions; journalists’ profiles; and the variety of news stories.  Second, students act as 

reporters by gathering, writing, and editing news: hard news, features, sports, and opinion articles.  In 

addition, students go online to research newspapers, journalists, and news topics.  Class work entails 

reading and evaluating news from local and online newspapers.  In practical application, students 

contribute stories and photos to produce a school newspaper distributed to teachers and students.  While 

students read the text and report outside class, they compose the majority of stories in class.  The skill of 

photojournalism is presented.  Students use a digital camera and learn the techniques of digital 

photography.  To witness professional journalism in action, a tour of a newspaper facility is planned.  A 

short segment on broadcast journalism enables students to practice elocution.  (Grades 10-12) 

 
Creative Writing       semester  .5 credits 
  

In Creative Writing, students will explore techniques in writing short story, drama and poetry.  

They will read examples of each genre and write using the conventions of that particular genre.  They 

will explore their own writing process and will be required to put together a portfolio of their work.  By 

the end of the class, students will be able to use various techniques and apply literary devices in their 

own writing.  (Prerequisite:  English 10)  (Grades 11-12) 
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MUSIC 
 
 

COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 
 
Band (9th Grade)            9     year  .5 

Band (Senior High)     10, 11, 12     year  .5  
Chorus (9th Grade)           9     year  .5 

Chorus (Senior High)     10, 11, 12     year  .5 
Music Teacher’s Assistant          11, 12     semester .5 
Music Theory & Composition       9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 

Musical Theater Workshop        9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 
Piano I           9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 
Piano II           9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 

Survey of Music          9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 
Voice I       10, 11, 12     semester .5 

Voice II       10, 11, 12     semester .5 
  
 

 
 
 

Other vocal options: Show Choir, Chamber Singers, and Musicals Productions 

(interested students should see the teacher to learn more about these 
opportunities). 
 
Other instrumental options: Marching Band, Concert Band, Jazz Band, Musical 

Productions (interested students should see the teacher to learn more about 
these opportunities). 
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    MUSIC ELECTIVES 

 
Music Teacher’s Assistant     semester  .5 credits 
 
 This class is through direct arrangement with the teacher.  Students planning to pursue a musical 

career have the opportunity to assist the teacher and begin applying musical skills acquired through 

previous music courses.  (Grades 11-12) 

 
Music Theory & Composition    semester  .5 credits 

 
 This course examines the organization of the basic components of musical sound.  Students will 

be given the opportunity to compose vocal and instrumental music in a variety of styles. (Grades 9-12) 

 
Musical Theater Workshop     semester  .5 credits 

 
 This course presents a survey of American Musical Theater and its component styles in a 

classroom/performance situation.  Students will study and perform scenes from Broadway musicals, 

prepare solos and duets, and analyze stylistic changes. (Grades 9-12) 

 
Piano I & II        semester  .5 credits 

 
 Piano I is designed as an introduction to keyboard skills. The largest components of the course 

will deal with piano performance and music theory.  The student will become proficient at playing 

simple folk tunes and composed understanding of the theoretical foundations of the music they perform 

through analysis.  At the Piano II level, the student will become proficient at playing intermediate 

arrangements and develop harmonic understanding.  (Grades 9-12) 

 
Survey of Music       semester  .5 credits 

 
 This is a non-performance class for those students interested in the historical contributions of 

musicians from 1600 to the present. (Grades 9-12) 

 

Voice I & II        semester   .5 credits 
 

Voice class is for the student who wants to develop the vocal instrument through more in-depth 

study.  Students will learn various vocal exercises to improve breathing, resonance, diction, sight-

singing and improvisation.  A wide variety of styles will be studied.  Performance is a requirement.  

Voice II is an advanced level course with the continuation of the skills learned in Voice I. (Grades 10-

12) 

 

 
 

 
 

   



 

 

 

27 

 
             

          BAND & CHORUS 
 

Band (7th Grade)       year 
 
 With lesson attendance and performance in the band, students will develop basic instrumental 

music skills.  Students from this group may be chosen to attend the Junior High IU 9 Band Festival, and 

may participate in Small Ensembles or Marching Band (with Band Director approval). (Grade 7) 

 

Band (8th/9th Grade)      year   .5 credits*  
 
 Members of the band will continue to develop basic skills necessary in successful instrumental 

performance by regular lesson attendance and the performance of a variety of Concert Band music.  

Students may be chosen to attend the Junior High IU 9 Band, and may participate in the Jazz Band, 

Graduation Band, and Small Ensembles.  All are strongly encouraged to participate in Marching Band. 

(Grades 8-9) Note: credit for grade 9 band only. 

 

Band (Senior High)     year   .5 credits 

 
 Students will develop knowledge, understanding, and skills of instrumental sound production, 

through the practice and performance of a variety of concert band music literature.  Students from this 

group may be chosen to attend District Band and/or Senior High IU 9 Band.  Each student also has the 

opportunity to play in Jazz Band, Graduation Band, Small Ensembles, and is strongly encouraged to 

participate in the Marching Band. (Grades 10-12) 

 

Chorus (7th Grade)      year   
 
 This chorus consists of students who wish to begin choral training.  Basic vocal techniques are 

taught and students also perform with the junior high chorus.  (Grade 7) 

 
Chorus (8th/9th Grade)      year   .5 credits*  

 
 This chorus gives emphasis to choral techniques and to presenting the choral music in an artistic 

manner. (Grades 8-9) *Note: credit for grade 9 chorus only. 

 

Chorus (Senior High)      year   .5 credits 
 
 Students will have the opportunity to develop some knowledge, understanding, and skills related 

to basic vocal techniques.  Many students are chosen for district and state events after careful selection 

as to ability and interest in extra choral training. (Grades 10-12) 

 
Other vocal options: Show Choir, Chamber Singers, and Musicals Productions 
(interested students should see the teacher to learn more about these 

opportunities). 
 

Other instrumental options: Marching Band, Concert Band, Jazz Band, Musical 
Productions (interested students should see the teacher to learn more about 
these opportunities). 
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BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT, & MATH 
 

 Interests and Abilities typical of this path 

 
Are you . . .  
 

 . . . disciplined and hardworking? 
 . . . enthusiastic and self-confident? 

 . . . ambitious and achievement-oriented? 
 . . . organized, accurate, and efficient? 
 . . . a “people person”? 

 . . . persuasive ? 
 . . . competitive? 
 . . . reliable and punctual? 

 
 

Do you have . . . 
 
 . . . leadership skills? 

 . . . the ability to work under pressure? 
 . . . the ability to think logically 

 . . . decision-making skills? 
 
Do you like to work . . . 

 
 . . . with computers or other business machines? 
 . . . helping other people? 

 . . . in a structured environment? 
 . . . with others and be part of a team? 

  
Do you like to express your feelings/ideas . . . 
 

 . . . visually? 
 . . . in writing? 

 . . . mathematically? 
 . . . verbally? 

 

Do you enjoy . . . 

 
 . . . answering questions or helping customers? 
 . . . planning and directing other people’s activities? 

 . . . solving problems? 
 . . . working with numbers or writing letters? 
 . . . filing records, or preparing reports? 

 . . . giving and receiving information? 
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Entry Level Careers  
 

These careers require on-the-job-training and/or minimal training: 
 

 Court Clerk   Hospital Admitting Clerk  Transcriber 

 Receptionist   Messenger Service Worker  Stenographer 

 Personnel Clerk  Accounting Clerk   Mail Clerk 
 Credit Collector  Loan Interviewer   File Clerk 

 Telemarketing Specialist Warehouse Worker   Stock Clerk 

 Purchasing Agent  Personal Shopper   Bank Teller 

 Salesperson   Shipping/Receiving Clerk  Data Entry Clerk 

 
  

Semi -Professional Careers  
 

These careers generally require Technical/Community College and/or experience: 
 
 Administrative Assistant Manufacturers’ Sales Worker Buyer 

Title Examiner  Insurance Agent/Broker  Paralegal 

 Office Manager  Claim Adjuster   Secretary 

 Tax Preparer   Small Business Owner  Auctioneer 

 Sales Representative Real Estate Sales/Broker  Travel Agent 

 Computer Programmer Personnel Manager   Bookkeeper 
 Cable Installer  Network Troubleshooter  Software Installer 

 

 

Skilled & Professional Careers  
 
For most of these careers you must successfully complete college/university entrance 
requirements.  These careers generally require specialized schools or 

colleges/universities and experience: 
 

 General Manager  Business Education Instructor Office Planner 

 Accountant   Financial Planner   Actuary 
Financial Analyst  Securities Broker   Estate Planner 

Computer Consultant Computer Database Manager Statistician 

Real Estate Appraiser Marketing Research Worker Sales Manager 

Marketing Director  Information Marketing Specialist Bank Officer 

Purchasing Agent  Advertising Account Executive Media Buyer 
Math Teacher   Management Information Systems Professional 

 Electronic Engineer  Network Designer   Networking Specialist 
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BUSINESS 
 
 

 
COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT  
 

Advanced Office Practice*                    10, 11, 12     2 years  3/year
 Year 1: 

    Accounting I 
    Business Machines 
    Computer 

    Computer Literacy and Functions 
    Office Practice 

     
 Year 2: 
    Accounting II 

    Computer Applications 
    Computer Literacy and Functions 
    Office Practice 

Business Law**            11, 12     semester .5 
Computer Applications DE*                9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 

Word Processing I         9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 
Word Processing II         9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 
Word Processing III     10, 11, 12     semester .5 

Word Processing IV     10, 11, 12     semester .5 
Yearbook***          9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 (1.0)    
 

*Advanced Office Practice is offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational 
Technical School 

** Offered alternating years.   
*** can be taken in the fall and the spring for a total of 1.0 credits. 
Business students in the class of 2011 may have a full year of Word Processing I which is 

equivalent to Word Processing I & II.  Students in the class of 2011 would need to still take 

Word Processing III and IV. 
 
 
DE*: DUAL ENROLLMENT; ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLY INCLUDING 
STUDENTõS GRADE LEVEL REQUIRED IN ORDER TO RECEIVE COLLEGE 

CREDIT.  CHECK WITH PRINCIPAL. Eligible Students can obtain college credit through 
Pennsylvania Highlands Community College.    Enrollment packet available in principalõs office. 
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Advanced Office Practice*  year   3 credits 

 
*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Vocational Area Technical School 

This course meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 10-12) 
 

 

Year 1:   
Accounting I: Accounting for a service business organized as proprietorship, using chapter 

problems, reinforcement activities, and simulations 

 
Business Machines: Photocopying, calculator, fax machine, scanner, and digital camera. 

 

Computer: Introduction and basics of Windows XP, the Internet, and Microsoft Office Suite 2007 

(Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, Outlook, and FrontPage). 

 

Computer Literacy and Functions:  The information processing cycle with input, output, and 

storage devices. 

 

Office Practice: Introduction to administrative assistant duties, career awareness, telephone 

techniques, job-seeking skills, filing, and proofreading. 

 

 
Year 2:  
Accounting II: Accounting for a merchandising business organized as a partnership, using chapter 

problems, reinforcement activities, and simulations. 

 

Computer Applications: Advanced Microsoft Office Suite 2007 (Word, Excel, Access, 

PowerPoint, and Publisher), community projects, and office work. 

 

Computer Literacy and Functions:  Types of computers, software, hardware, communication 

devices, operating systems, and networks. 

 
Office Practice: Photocopying, adding machine, care of equipment, digital camera, scanner, and 

calculator practice sets.  
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Yearbook      semester or year  .5(1.0) credits 
 

 Students interested in being part of the yearbook staff, can take this hands-on 
course.  Students can take this course in both the fall and spring for a total of 1.0 

credits (.5 credits each semester).  Students who are interested should first see the 
Yearbook Advisor. (Grades 8-12) 
 

  



 

 

 

32 

 

BUSINESS COURSES & ELECTIVES 
 

*Business students in the class of 2011 may have a full year of Word Processing I which is 

equivalent to Word Processing I & II.  Students in the class of 2011 would need to still take 

Word Processing III and IV. 
 

Business Law       semester  .5 credits 
 The purpose of Business Law is to equip the student with a basic understanding of law as it 

affects them in their personal and professional experiences.  Topics include minor law, family law, the 

judicial system, employer-employee relationships, insurance, contract law, use/misuse of credit, and 

consumer protection. This course is offered in alternating years.  (Grades 11-12) 
 

Computer Applications     semester  .5 credits 

 Students are introduced to the Microsoft Office applications of Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. 

Students learn the multiple desktop publishing features in Microsoft Word.  Also, students learn basic 

fundamentals in making spreadsheets and charts in Excel. A great deal of time is dedicated to the basic 

fundamentals of making spreadsheets and charts in Excel.  Also, students learn to apply skills to 

electronic presentations in PowerPoint.  College bound students will find these skills essential to their 

success.  Overall, typing, accessing data and formatting skills are required and perfected.  Prerequisite: 

personal keyboarding or Word Processing I.  (Grades 8-12) Certain grade-level eligible students 

can also obtain college credit through the dual-enrollment program. 

 
 

Word Processing I      semester  .5 credits 
 In Word Processing I, the student continues mastery of the keyboard, proper posture and 

techniques learned in Personal Keyboarding.  Students master the following formatting skills:  

placement and form of a variety of business letters and envelopes, various report styles, memorandums, 

and tables.  Utilizes Microsoft Word 2007 software on networked computers. (Grades 8-12) 
 

Word Processing II      semester  .5 credits 
  

 In Word Processing II, the student applies the knowledge gained in Word Processing I to 

compose and format advanced business and legal forms, letters, and tables.  In this course, students 

begin to complete simulations to encourage using their skills for a variety of projects.  Utilizes Microsoft 

Word 2007 software on networked computers.  Prerequisite: Word Processing I. (Grades 8-12) 
 

Word Processing III      semester  .5 credits 

 In Word Processing III, the student applies the knowledge gained in Word Processing II to 

compose and format word processing documents in advanced simulated situations, mail-merged 

documents, database management, and report formatting.  The simulations replicate real-life uses of 

word processing in a variety of work environments.  Utilizes Microsoft Word 2007 software on 

networked computers.  Prerequisite: Word Processing II. (Grades 9-12) 
 

Word Processing IV      semester  .5 credits 
 In Word Processing IV, the student applies the knowledge gained in Word Processing III to a 

comprehensive presentation of Word 2007.  In this course students will create a cover letter and resume.  

The course includes formatting of documents with a title page, tables, charts, and watermarks.  Form 

letters, mailing labels, and professional newsletters formatting are also taught in this course.  This course 

provides skills for entry-level jobs where employers expect fine-tuned word processing skills.  Utilizes 

Microsoft Word 2007 software on networked computers.  Prerequisite: Word Processing III. (Grades 

9-12) 
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COMPUTER 

SCIENCES 
 
 

COURSE           GRADE     LENGTH     CREDIT 

 
Cisco Networking*                                   11, 12     2 years       3/year 

Computer Maintenance Technology   10, 11, 12     1 year       3/year   
 
*These courses are offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational Technical 

School 
 

 

Cisco Networking*      year   3 credits 

 

*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational Technical School 
This course meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 11-12) 
 

 This is an industry-based instructional program that consists of four distinct and separate 

semesters.  Students enrolled must satisfactorily meet Cisco-outlined competencies prior to advancing to 

the next semester.  The goal of this program is to teach students the skills needed to design, build, and 

maintain network systems.  The curricula consists of instruction in electronic communications networks, 

telecommunications theory, network theory, hardware and software interfacing, computer network 

design and evaluation, distance communications systems, computer systems facilities, and support and 

design and evaluation.  (CCNA certification upon successfully passing test.) 
 

Computer Maintenance Technology   year   3 credits 
 

*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Vocational Area Technical School 

This course meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 10-12) 

 

Computer Maintenance is a one-year program, which prepares individuals to take the nationally 

recognized test to become CompTIA A+ certified.  Enrollees will learn to install, repair, and upgrade the 

hardware and software in personal computers, and in addition, be introduced to networking, printers, 

laptops and security.   Students need to possess a high interest in understanding the functions of a 

computer, have high reading/comprehension skills, good problem solving skills, and good manual 

dexterity with eye-hand coordination.  Students need to be self-disciplined and able to work 

independently. 
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 MATH 

 
 

COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 
 
C++         11, 12     semester .5 

Calculus DE**             12     year  1 
AP® Calculus AB             12     year  1 

Discrete Math             12     year  1 
Honors Calculus*  DE**                 12     year  1 
Honors Integrated Math III*       10, 11, 12     year  1 

Honors Pre-Calculus* DE     11, 12     year  1 
Integrated Math I      8     year   
Integrated Math II    9, 10, 11, 12     year  1 

Integrated Math III        10, 11, 12     year  1 
Pre-Calculus       11, 12     year  1 

Tech Math I         9, 10     year  1 
Tech Math II       10, 11     year  1 
Tech Math III       11, 12     year  1 

 
 

*Weighted course 
DE: Dual enrollment course.  Students can obtain college credit through 

 Pennsylvania Highlands Community College.    Enrollment packet    
 available in principal’s office.  

 

DE**: Dual enrollment course pending approval from Pennsylvania Highlands    
        Community College. 
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Math Curriculum Flowchart  
 
The flowchart below is designed to guide students and staff in choosing the 

most beneficial sequence of courses.  Any deviation from the prescribed 
sequence may result in a less than adequate mathematics education.  Arrows 
represent permissible course selections based on the assumption that the 

course the arrow emanates from has been completed successfully. 

 
 
 

  7th Grade Integrated Math 
All 7th Grade Students 

Integrated Math I 
All 8th Grade Students 

Integrated Math II 
 

Integrated 
Math III 

 

Tech Math I 
 

Tech Math II 
 

Tech Math III 
 

Pre-Calculus Honors Pre-
Calculus 

Calculus 
or 

AP® 
Calculus 

 
A 

Honors 
Calculus 

Honors 
Integrated 

Math III 
 

Discrete Math 
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COLLEGE PREPARATORY MATH COURSES 
 

Integrated Math I*      year   
  

This course is the first in a sequence of three that are designed to take the place of the standard 

Algebra, Geometry, and Algebra II courses.  Topics from algebra, geometry, statistics, probability, 

trigonometry and other areas of mathematics are integrated into this class.  All 8
th

 grade students will 

take this class. 
 

Integrated Math II*      year   1 credit 
  

This course is the second in a sequence of three that are designed to take the place of the 

standard Algebra, Geometry, and Algebra II courses.  Topics from algebra, geometry, statistics, 

probability, trigonometry and other areas of mathematics are integrated into this class.  This is a college 

preparatory class offered to those students wishing to progress through pre-calculus and calculus. 
 

Integrated Math III*      year   1 credit 
  

This course is the third in a sequence of three that are designed to take the place of the standard 

Algebra, Geometry, and Algebra II courses.  Topics from algebra, geometry, statistics, probability, 

trigonometry and other areas of mathematics are integrated into this class.  This is a college preparatory 

class offered to those students wishing to progress through pre-calculus and calculus. 
 

Pre-Calculus*       year   1 credit 

  

The course will cover those mathematical topics needed for success in higher mathematics.  

Students will discuss the basic conceptual functions and ideas that pertain to them.  They will work with 

various types of functions including trigonometric, polynomial, and logarithmic.  Students will also 

discuss advanced algebraic techniques.  (Prerequisite:  Integrated Math III)  (Grades 11-12) 

 

Calculus*        year   1 credit 
  

In this course, students will explore the four major topics of calculus: limits, continuity, 

differentiation, and integration.  This course will prepare students for the first semester of college 

calculus. (Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus)  Pending approval from PA Highlands Community College 

students can also obtain college credit through the dual-enrollment program. (Grade 12) 

 

Discrete Math*       year    1 credit 
 

Discrete Math is the mathematics of the finite as opposed to Calculus, which deals with the 

infinite.  It is the mathematics of computers and is used to model many real-world situations in areas as 

diverse as biology, scheduling, and route planning.  Topics covered will include symbolic logic, set 

theory, graph theory, bio-informatics, finite probability, relations and functions.  The course is ideal for 

students who do not wish to take calculus but still want a challenging math course that can be fun.  

(Grade 12) 

 
AP Calculus AB       year   1 credit 

See description on page 7. (Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus or Honors Pre-Calculus)   
 

*For Pre-requisites refer to Math Flow Chart on p. 35 
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      MATH COURSES 
 

Tech Math I*      year   1 credit 
  

Tech Math I is the first course in a three-course sequence designed to prepare a student for the 

challenging technical fields of the future.  The course will continue to integrate math topics such as 

number sense, algebra, geometry, statistics, logic, and trigonometry, which are the basic utilities 

involved in today’s job market. 
 

Tech Math II*       year   1 credit 
  

Tech Math II is a second course in a three-course sequence designed to prepare a student for the 

challenging technical fields of the future.  The course will continue to integrate math topics such as 

number sense, algebra, geometry, statistics, logic, and trigonometry, which are the basic utilities 

involved in today’s job market.   
 

Tech Math III*       year   1 credit 
 

Tech Math III is a third course in a three-course sequence designed to prepare a student for the 

challenging technical fields of the future.  The course will integrate math topics such as number sense, 

algebra, geometry, statistics, logic, and trigonometry with an emphasis on inductive and deductive 

reasoning skills.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

*For Pre-requisites refer to Math Flow Chart on p. 35 
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HONORS MATH COURSES 
 
Integrated Math III Honors*     year   1 credit 

 

This course is the third in a sequence of three that are designed to take the place of the standard 

Algebra, Geometry, and Algebra II courses.  Topics from algebra, geometry, statistics, probability, 

trigonometry and other areas of mathematics are integrated into this class.  This is a college preparatory 

class offered to those students wishing to progress through pre-calculus and calculus.  This course 

differs from Integrated Math III in that topics will be approached in a much more rigorous fashion; 

students will be completing additional projects/papers and will be expected to perform at a much more 

advanced level and faster pace.  Prerequisite: Integrated Math II.  Weighted course. Students must 

meet eligibility requirements to enroll in this course. (Grades 10-12) 

 
Pre-Calculus Honors*      year   1 credit 
  

This course will cover mathematical topics needed for success in higher mathematics.  Students 

will discuss the basic conceptual functions along with the ideas that pertain to them.  Students will work 

with various functions including trigonometric, polynomial, and logarithmic.  Students will also discuss 

advanced algebraic techniques.  This class differ from Pre-Calculus in that topics are approached much 

more rigorously with additional projects/papers.  Students are expected to perform at a more advanced 

level.  Additionally, concepts and principles of analytic geometry and basic calculus are explored.  

Analytic geometry is a driving force in modern geometry and is widely associated with the fields of 

engineering and physics, and focuses on the application of the Cartesian coordinate system with respect 

to geometry. Prerequisite: Integrated Math III.  Weighted course. Students must meet eligibility 

requirements to enroll in this course.  Students can also obtain college credit through the dual-

enrollment program. (Grades 11-12) 

 

Calculus Honors*       year   1 credit 
  

This course will cover the same topics of Calculus but with a more rigorous approach.  The 

course will follow the Advanced Placement Calculus AB curriculum. Weighted course. Students must 

meet eligibility requirements to enroll in this course. (Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus) Pending 

approval from PA Highlands Community College students can also obtain college credit through 

the dual-enrollment program.  (Grade 12) 

 

*For Pre-requisites refer to Math Flow Chart on p. 35 
 

MATH ELECTIVES 
 

 
C++         semester  .5 credits 

 

 This course is designed to give the student background in computer programming.  Students will 

be using a problem solving approach to study basic topics such as algorithms, conditional statements, 

loops, flow control, and subroutines.  All programs will be written in the C++ programming language.  

Other topics related to computers and programming will also be discussed throughout the semester.  

(Grades 11-12) 
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CONSUMER SCIENCES, 

HEALTH, & RECREATION 
 Interests and Abilities typical of this path 

 
Are you . . . 
 

. . . thoughtful, sensitive, & patient? 

. . . flexible? 

. . . alert & composed in a crisis & conflict? 

. . . able to get along with a wide variety of people? 

. . . able to take and follow directions? 

  
Do you have . . . 
 

 . . . a concern for people & their problems? 
 . . . leadership skills? 

    . . . the ability to be accurate? 
    . . . good physical skills? 
    . . . a desire to help people? 

    . . . the ability to analyze and evaluate information? 
 
Do you like to work . . . 

 
 . . . with the young, elderly, sick, or handicapped? 

 . . . as part of a team? 
 . . . with constantly changing situations & duties? 
 . . . planning & directing others’ activities? 

  
Do you like to express your feelings/ideas . . . 

 
 . . . creatively? 
 . . . critically? 

 . . . clearly in writing as well as verbally? 
 
Do you enjoy . . . 

 
 . . . doing volunteer work in the community? 

 . . . promoting wellness lifestyles? 
 . . . varied tasks? 
 . . . sharing ideas with others? 

 . . . learning about the interactions of individuals or 
  groups of people? 
 . . . being in charge of planned activities? 
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Entry Level Careers  
 

These careers require on-the-job-training and/or minimal training: 
 

 Aerobic Instructor  Dietetic Assistant  Dental Assistant 

 Tour Escort   Hotel Desk Clerk  Teacher’s Aide 

 Recreation Aide  Cake Decorator  Geriatric Aide 
 Animal Worker  Child Care Aide  Orderly 

 Youth Toy Consultant EEG/EKG Technologist Dialysis Technician 

 Home Health Aide  Waiter or Waitress  Garment Fitter 

 Short Order Cook  Laundry Worker  Upholsterer 

 Seamstress   Tailor 
  

 

Semi -Professional Careers  
 

These careers generally require Technical/Community College and/or experience: 
  

 Caterer   Interior Designer  Nanny 

 Social Director  Swimming Instructor Floral Designer 

 Pre-School Teacher  Cosmetologist  Massage Therapist 

 Bridal Consultant  Paramedic   Flight Attendant 

 Health Fitness Worker Medical Assistant  Radiologic Technologist 
 Substance Abuse Counselor Licensed Practical Nurse Respiratory Therapist 

 Inhalation Therapist  Physical Therapy Asst. Pastry Chef & Baker 

 Dental Hygienist  Veterinary Assistant  Cook & Chef 

 Cytotechnologist  Wedding Consultant  Restaurant Manager 

 Occupational Therapy Asst. Convention Specialist Dietetic Technician 
 Cosmortologist  Theatrical Make up & Hairstyling  

 

 

Skilled & Professional Careers  
 
For most of these careers you must successfully complete college/university entrance 
requirements.  These careers generally require specialized schools or 

colleges/universities and experience: 
  

 AIDS Counselor  Chiropractor   Athletic Trainer 

 Nurse    Physical Ed. Teacher Health Instructor 
 Geriatric Social Worker Public Health Engineer Registered Dietician 

 Coach    Probation Counselor  Travel Agent 

 Hotel Manager  Museum Curator  Interior Designer 

 Divorce Mediator  X-Ray Technician  Executive Chef 

 Food Magazine Editor Chemist, food  Physical Therapist 

 Nutritionist   Consumer Advocate   Financial Planner 
 Home Energy Consultant Fashion Photographer Food Technologist 

 Fashion Designer  Fashion Buyer  Fashion Journalist 

 Occupational Therapist Physician’s Assistant 

Family & Consumer Sciences Teacher 

 
 

 



 

 

 

41 

COSMETOLOGY 
 

COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 

 
Cosmetology*                                  10, 11, 12  3 years   3/year 

    
*Cosmetology is offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational Technical School 
 

*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational Technical School 

and meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 10-12) 

 Student enrollees are trained in theory, manipulative skills, safety, and specific work 

characteristics necessary to obtain licensure as a Cosmetologist in the state of Pennsylvania.  Excellent 

attendance is necessary to acquire the 1250 hours required to sit for the Cosmetology Boards. 

 

Upon completion of the three-year course, the successful graduate will be able to: 

 

× Exhibit a positive work attitude and self-confidence in dealing with the customer. 

× Effectively communicate and exhibit proper appearance and conduct when dealing with 

clients. 

× Perform specific manipulative skills in the areas of hairstyling, hair shaping, hair coloring, 

texture services, scalp and hair conditioning, skin care and makeup, manicures, pedicures, 

massage therapy and artificial nails. 

× To apply learned theory and technical training as part of the decision-making process in 

determining the appropriate makeup, hairstyle, and color to complement the customer’s 

general appearance to improve self- image. 

× Pass the state board examination for a Pennsylvania cosmetologist license. 

× Begin work in a licensed cosmetology salon in the state of Pennsylvania. 

 
Prior to the start of the program, enrollees are required to acquire a social security 

number, and must have successfully completed the ninth grade.  Upon program entry, the 

student must purchase a smock, black pants, white shoes, and a cosmetology kit (Kit and 

smock approximately $145). 
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CULINARY 

ARTS 
 

COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 
 

Culinary Arts*                                  10, 11, 12  3 years   3/year 
    

*Culinary Arts is offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational Technical School 
 

*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational Technical School 

and meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 10-12) 

 
The Culinary Arts program centers on two separate but related areas of study:  Institutional Food 

Workers (CIP Code: 12.0508) and Baking and Pastry Arts/Baker/Pastry Chef (CIP Code 12.0501). 

 

 This program prepares students for immediate employment into commercial, institutional and 

other food careers at entry level employment, or for entrance into a post-secondary training institution.  

Planned instructional and hands-on learning experiences include theory and applications related to 

planning, selecting, purchasing, preparing (cooking and baking), and serving of quality and quantity 

food and food products; nutrition, use and care of commercial equipment and food safety.  Practical 

experience is a major protion of the course of study through the operation and management of a 

complete restraurant and kitchen facility. 
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FAMILY & 

CONSUMER 

SCIENCES 

 

COURSE      GRADE  LENGTH  CREDIT  
 
Advanced Sewing**    9,10,11,12  semester    .5 

Family Foods     9,10,11,12  semester    .5 
FCS: Child Development**   9,10,11,12  semester    .5 

FCS: Nutrition & Housing**   9,10,11,12  semester    .5 
International Cusine**       10,11,12  semester    .5 
Money $mart**             11,12  semester    .5 

Voc. Family & Consumer Sciences 9*        9  year   1.5 
Voc. Family & Consumer Sciences 10*              10  year   1.5 

Voc. Family & Consumer Sciences 11*              11  year   1.5 
Voc. Family & Consumer Sciences 12*              12  year   1.5 
 

 
*These courses are double periods. 
**Vocational Family & Consumer Science students cannot take any of these 

electives. 
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES 
  

 

Vocational Family & Consumer Sciences Grades 9-12* year  1.5 credits 

*This course meets double periods. 
 

You will be introduced to five areas of Family & Consumer Science:  

 

 Child Development:  This course is devoted to the development and understanding of children to 

the age of six, including teen pregnancy:  children’s social, physical, emotional, and intellectual 

growth; understanding how a child thinks and the importance of play.  You will also increase 

your awareness of important topics such as child abuse, discipline, children’s fantasies, single-

parent families, and more.  Careers in working with children will be reviewed.  Students will 

have an opportunity to observe and participate with children in kindergarten and/or in local day 

care facilities as the schedule permits.  Care of children will further be explored through the use 

of the digital babies that students will take home to care for on at least one weekend during the 

nine weeks. 
 

 Balancing Family, Work and Community:  This course will focus on marriage and single living, 

parenting skills, current trends, and issues in marriage, as well as single living, male and female 

roles in today’s society, communication skills, and marriage laws.  Major life decisions will be 

discussed concerning where to live, healthy living, children, relationships, divorce and death.  

Parenting skills will be discussed and tied into the Child Development course information.  

Issues that affect both parents and children, including discipline, childcare facilities, education, 

abuse, and health will be discussed.  Projects and class activities will be used to develop skills in 

parenting. 

 
 Foods and Nutrition:  This course will build on the seventh grade experience with foods and 

nutrition.  You will do some research on nutrition which you will present to the class in a 

PowerPoint presentation.  You will learn food preparation techniques and how ingredients react 

with each other to make something good and nutritious.  You will be learning how to make basic 

evening meals and desserts for yourself and your family.  You will be learning different types of 

cooking and will be working with meat, vegetables, fruits, breads, beverages, and desserts.  Bon 

Appétit! 
 

 Finance and Resource Management:  This course will focus on values, decision-making, and 

goal setting; managing a checkbook, understanding the check register, and reconciling a bank 

statement; federal taxes, credit, insurance, and investments.  You will learn about how to choose 

affordable, safe housing, “pay-yourself-first”, paying bills on time, and emergency savings.  You 

will also learn about the agencies and people to whom you might go for help in crises.  This is a 

life skill that everyone will need and will have fun learning. 

 

 Sewing:  This course focuses on construction of clothing, reusing and/or recycling clothing, and 

design elements of clothing.  Students will learn how to alter patterns to fit; measure for size; 

layout and cut fabric and patterns; and sew garments.  They will learn about fabrics, weaves, and 

care and how to choose fabrics for proper use. 
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE ELECTIVES 
 

Advanced Sewing      semester  .5 credits 
 

 This course is designed to show academic students how to prepare a machine-sewn project 

efficiently and inexpensively.  The students will learn about fabrics, patterns, instruction sheet, 

measurements, construction techniques, stitching techniques, and pattern adjustments.   

They will be making a garment to wear using the techniques learned in class.  They will explore 

the wonderful world of tailoring as well as sewing for themselves or professionally.  The sewing project 

will be completed during the semester and will afford the student the skills necessary to sew anything 

else that they may want to sew in the future.  This course has a prerequisite of basic sewing skills to 

begin.   

There will also be an introduction to costuming.  Learn to make interesting and functional 

costumes from scratch as well as making something from common items you may have lying around the 

house!  Lear to do makeup and hair for different eras and help with costuming for the fall play or the 

spring musical!  These skills can be used in the garment industry or the theater industry to gain salaries 

up to $75,000 a year or more!  Come join the fun and show your creative side.  (Prerequisite:  7
th

 

Grade basic sewing skills) (Grades 9-12) 
 

FCS: Child Development (formerly FCS II)            semester .5 credits 
 

 The students will learn how to balance work, family and community.  They will also learn how 

to take care of a family, self, others, and community, teamwork, leadership. Students will also learn how 

to take care of children.  They will learn about child development theories, health, safety, emergencies, 

illness, child abuse, neglect, disabilities, immunizations, stimulation for learning, environment, nurture, 

caregivers, reading, family types, learning concepts, creativity, and care of children.  (Grades 9-12) 
 

 FCS: Nutrition & Housing (formerly FCS I)   semester .5 credits 
 

 Students will learn foods and nutrition for 9 weeks where they will discover the correct way to 

prepare food, how to prepare food in a safe and sanitary way, how to meet the nutritional and energy 

needs of the body, and how to store and preserve food. 

 Students will study architectural design, color schemes, interior design, furniture advancements 

and styles, how to draw floor plans to scale, furniture arrangement, and types of housing available.  

(Grades 9-12) 
 

 
. 

Vocational Family & Consumer Science students cannot take any of these 

electives. 
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FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE ELECTIVES 
 
Family Foods       semester  .5 credits 

 
 This course is designed to show students how to prepare regional foods from across the United 

States and Canada efficiently and inexpensively.  The students will learn about nutrition and healthy 

living.  They will also learn how to prepare regional foods in their own homes.  They will learn about 

the regions of their country, the foods they are known for, and the techniques for preparing them. 

 They will be preparing entire meals using spices and herbs prevalent in the regions.  They will 

explore the eating habits of the regions in the United States with an historical overview of the United 

States.  We will also be exploring holidays in the United States and how food plays a role in the 

celebration of holidays. 

 We will explore the foods and food habits of New England, the Mid-Atlantic states, the Southern 

states, the Midwestern states, the Western and Southwestern states, the Pacific Coast states, and the 

Hawaiian Islands.  We will include Canadian cuisine if there is time.  (Grades 9-12) 

 
International Cuisine      semester  .5 credits 

 
 This course is designed to show students how to prepare foreign foods efficiently and 

inexpensively.  The students will learn about nutrition and healthy living.  They will also learn how to 

prepare international foods in their own homes.  They will learn about the cultures of various countries 

and their foods and food preparation techniques. 

 They will be preparing entire meals using spices and herbs from other lands.  They will explore 

the eating habits of other countries and the people and the history of those habits.  The final foods lab 

will be a luncheon for the administration showcasing the best of the recipes made during the semester 

course. (Recommended:  Grades 10-12) 

 

Money $mart       semester  .5 credits 
 

 You probably live with your family and at this point don’t have to worry about financing the 

basic costs of living such as housing, utilities, and food.  Your money is available for personal use and 

the future with all its responsibilities seems far removed. 

 

 Look again!  That time is just around the corner.  Your earning will be on the low side, you’ll 

have little money management experience and no plan.  We invite you to participate in Money $mart 

and learn about paychecks, checking accounts and budgets, credit and more.  A financial literacy 

program will help you to understand and manage your financial resources—an essential life skill. 

(Grades 11-12) 

 
 

 
 

 

Vocational Family & Consumer Science students cannot take any of these 
electives. 
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HEALTH  

& 

PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

 
 

 
COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 
 
 
Health        11     semester .5 

Health Assistant*         10, 11, 12     2 years        3/year 
Physical Education          9, 10     semester .5 
Physical Education       11, 12     semester .5 

Adaptive Physical Education    9, 10, 11, 12     semester .5 
 

*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational Technical School. 
 

Students enrolling in the Health Assistant program must 
J request a criminal record check through the Pennsylvania State Police.  This will be done at the 

vo-tech at a cost of $10.   

Jobtain a medical physical stating that they are free from communicable diseases and can fully 

physically participate in the program prior to entering the program 

Jbe administered a two-step Mantoux test (TB test) which is provided by the vo-tech.   

JAdditionally, if the student has not been a resident of Pennsylvania for the last two years an FBI 

clearance is required before entering the program.   

JWhite uniform pants, white shoes, and a watch with a sweep second hand are mandatory for 

clinicals. 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

 

Health         semester  .5 credits 
 

 Health education is a state required course that all students must pass in order to graduate.  

Health education includes instruction in the concepts and skills which affect personal, family and 

community health, nutrition, the prevention of alcohol, chemical and tobacco use, and violence 

prevention.  Some topics include (but are not limited to): wellness, stress, social responsibility, safety, 

first aid, relationships, chronic and communicable diseases, fitness, nutrition, chemical use and its 

consequences, and evaluation of valid health information.  Also, CPR is a required segment of this 

course and must be satisfactorily attempted to receive credit for this course.  (Grade 11) 
 

 

Physical Education 9-10     semester  .5 credits 
 

Physical Education 11-12     semester  .5 credits 
 
 Physical education is required for all students and offered on a semester basis.  Students will be 

assigned to a physical education class that will meet five periods a week for either the first or second 

semester of each year.  The program is varied to accommodate the various seasons. 

 

 Activities offered are:  
 

 Flag Football 

 Track & Field 

 Softball 

 Soccer 

 Tennis 

 Golf 

 Basketball 

 Weight Training 

 Archery 

 Badminton 

 Volleyball 

 DDR (“Dance Dance Revolution”) 

 Lacrosse 

 Mat ball 

 4-Square 

 4-Walls 

 Wiffle ball 

 Frisbee Golf 
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HEALTH ASSISTANT 
 
 

 

 

Health Assistant*      year   3 credits 
 

*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational Technical School 

This course meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 11-12) 

 

 Health Assistant students learn the competencies required to secure a position in the health 

care or other health occupations.  The student will perform the following services: bedside care of 

patients, basic nursing skills, collecting lab specimens, documenting in a medical record, emergency 

care, and elder care setting.  The student will receive both theory and practical hands-on experience that 

includes the knowledge needed to acquire a position, and the job survival skills to remain employed.  

Students who complete the program are eligible to take the Pennsylvania Nurse Aide Certification 

Exam.  Additionally, students who complete the Health Occupations portion of the program will receive 

a CPR Certificate.   

 

Prerequisites:   

JStudents enrolling in this program must request a criminal record check through the 

Pennsylvania State Police.  This will be done at the vo-tech at a cost of $10.   

JEnrollees must obtain a medical physical stating that they are free from communicable diseases 

and can fully physically participate in the program prior to entering the program 

JStudents also must be administered a two-step Mantoux test (TB test) which is provided by the 

vo-tech.   

JAdditionally, if the student has not been a resident of Pennsylvania for the last two years an FBI 

clearance is required before entering the program.   

JWhite uniform pants, white shoes, and a watch with a sweep second hand are mandatory for 

clinicals. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

 

 Interests and Abilities typical of this path 

 
Are you . . . 

 

    . . . comfortable working with machines & equipment? 
    . . . willing to learn to work with your hands? 

    . . . able to complete projects? 
    . . . willing to learn to be accurate? 
     

   Do you have . . . 
 

    . . . leadership ability & good judgment? 
    . . . the ability to be accurate and concentrate? 
    . . . good eye-hand coordination? 

    . . . the ability to analyze problems? 
    . . . mechanical aptitude? 
    . . . the curiosity & ability to solve a problem with 

     creativity? 
     

   Do you like to work . . . 
 
    . . . both alone and with other people? 

    . . . with your hands? 
 . . . with computers, robots, or computer-controlled      

  machines? 
 . . . with metal, plastics, or wood materials? 
 . . . with others to solve a real life problem? 

     
   Do you like to express your feelings/ideas . . . 
 

    . . . by working with your hands, assembling, 
      building, or repairing things? 

    . . . by drawing detailed plans or patterns or working 
     with blueprints? 
    . . . with numbers and/or creatively? 
 

   Do you enjoy . . . 
 
    . . . figuring out how things work? 

    . . . operating or fixing machines? 
    . . . reading automotive or scientific magazines? 
    . . . collecting rocks, minerals, or soil samples? 

    . . . helping others build things? 
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Entry Level Careers  
 
These careers require on-the-job-training and/or minimal training: 
 

 Bicycle Mechanic  Railroad Maintenance Local Truck Driver 

 Gas Station Attendant Long Haul Truck Driver Veterinary Assistant 

 Machine Tool Operator Logger    Roofer 

 Bricklayer   Die Cutter   Electroplater 
 Greens keeper  Landscape Gardener  Cement Loader 

 Cannery Worker  Flower Grower  Commercial Fisher 

 Pet Store Worker  Lab Assistant   Fish Hatchery Worker 

 Veterinary Attendant Animal Trainer  Forester Aide 

Industrial Laser Machine Operator     

 

Semi -Professional Careers  
 

These careers generally require Technical/Community College and/or experience: 
  
 Aerospace Technician Auto Body Repairer  Railroad Conductor 

 Nuclear Technician  Lathe Operator  CAD Specialist 

 Drafter/Design Technician Gunsmith   Chemical Technician 

 Diesel Mechanic  Automotive Mechanic Avionics Technician 

 Civil Engineering Tech. Carpenter   Welder 

 Robotics Technician  Biotechnician  Farrier 
 Animal Breeder  Equine Management  Horse Trainer 

 Forestry Technician  Taxidermist   Architectural Drafter 

 Laser/Fiber Optics Tech. Genetic Engineering Research Assistant 

 Cabinet Installer  Electrician   Plumber 

 Mason    Estimator   Insulator 

 

Skilled & Professional Careers  
 
For most of these careers you must successfully complete college/university entrance 

requirements.  These careers generally require specialized schools or 
colleges/universities and experience: 
  

 Aerospace Engineer  Ceramic Engineer  Architect  

 Civil Engineer  Industrial Designer  Chemist 

 Airplane Pilot   Tech Ed Teacher  Industrial Hygienist 

 Building Inspector  Plant Manager  Flight Instructor 

 Airline Dispatcher  Electrical Engineer  Robotics Engineer 
 Pathologist   Meteorologist   Physicist 

 Microbiologist  Botanist   Entomologist 

 Archaeologist   Astronomer   Biologist 

 Environmental Analyst Forensic Scientist  Geophysicist 

 Systems Engineer  Science Teacher  Seismologist 
 Vocational Teacher  Veterinarian   Park Naturalist 

 Fish & Game Warden Agronomist   Park Ranger 

 Wildlife Ecologist  Wildlife Manager  Conservationist 

 Water Resource Director Genetics Engineer Research Scientist 
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SCIENCE 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 
 
Advanced Chemistry*** DE 12 year         1 
Astronomy                                                 11, 12 semester .5 
Basic Electronics    11, 12 semester .5 

Biology CP         9       year         1 
Chemistry*** 10 year               1 

Chemistry and Society    11, 12 semester .5 
Environmental Science***                    10, 11, 12 semester .5 
Exploring Technology ****                9, 10, 11, 12 semester .5 

Field Biology (Spring)***                       10, 11, 12      semester .5 
Forensic Science***    12 semester .5 
Forestry***                                           10, 11, 12 semester .5 

General Science        9      year         1 
General Biology                                               10 year               1 

Honors Advanced Biology** 12 year               1 
Honors Chemistry**                                         10 year               1   
Honors Physics I** 11 year               1 

Investigative Techniques                     10, 11, 12 semester .5 
Physics I*** 11 year               1 

Physics II*** DE 12 year               1 
Principles of Technology****            9, 10, 11, 12  semester .5   
Science Research* 12 semester .5 

Vertebrate Anatomy DE       11, 12 year               1 
Wildlife Ecology (Fall)*** 10, 11, 12 semester .5 
 

 
 

    * Must be approved by a member of the Science Faculty 
   ** Weighted course 
  *** Has pre-requisites 

**** Taught by staff member of the Technology Education Department 

DE: Dual enrollment course.  Students can obtain college credit through Pennsylvania Highlands    

          Community College.    Enrollment packet available in principalõs office. 
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Science Curriculum Flow Chart 

The flow chart below is designed to guide students in choosing the most 
beneficial sequence of courses.  Any deviation from the prescribed sequence 

may result in a less than adequate science education. 
 

 

 

 
General Science 

9th Grade 

General Biology 
10th Grade 

Astronomy 
Basic Electronics 

Chemistry & Society 

Field Biology 
Forestry 

Environmental Science 

Investigative Tech. 
Principles of Tech. 

Wildlife Ecology 
(Select at least 1) 

Biology CP 
9th Grade 

Chemistry or Honors Chem. 
10th Grade 

Physics I 

11th Grade 

Honors 

Physics 
11th Grade 

Advanced 

Chemistry 
12th Grade 

Vertebrate 

Anatomy 
11th or 12th 

Grade 

Honors 
Adv. 

Biology 
12th Grade 

Physics II 
12th Grade 

Exploring 
Tech Ed 2 
(required for 

everyone) 

College Prep 
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SCIENCE COURSES 
General Science       year   1 credit 
 
 The General Science course is an eclectic approach to science education based on the 

Pennsylvania State Science and Technology Standards and serves to prepare students for the 

Pennsylvania System of School Assessment’s Science assessment.  The course will cover science 

standards (topics) in chemistry, physics, earth and space science.  This is not a college preparatory 

science course.  (Grade 9) 
 

Biology CP        year   1 credit 
 

 A course designed to further the student’s knowledge of the world of life.  Topics include: 

differences in life forms, the cell, reproduction, growth, ecology, evolution, and environmental concerns.  

Laboratory investigations will include the use of microscopes and techniques of dissection for studying 

the structure of plants and animals.  College Preparatory.  (Grade 9)  
 

General Biology       year   1 credit 
 

 This course offers a practical approach to the basic principles of biology.  The principles will be 

related to the everyday conditions students encounter in their lives.  (Grade 10) 
 

Chemistry        year   1 credit 

 

 This course is designed to introduce the student to the properties and behaviors of matter based 

on the atomic theory.  Students will utilize basic algebra, graphing, laboratory skills, curiosity and 

insight, calculators and computers to assist in their investigations.  Prerequisite: Integrated Math II.  

College Preparatory. (Grade 10-12) 

 
Physics I       year   1 credit 

 

 A course designed to study the way in which matter and energy are related.  Students will 

investigate forces, motion, gravity, machines, heat, light, and sound. Prerequisite:  Integrated Math II.  

College Preparatory. (Grade 11-12) 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION REQUIREMENT 
 

Exploring Technology 2    semester  .5 credits 
 
 Students will use the knowledge and concepts taught in Exploring Technology I to explore in 

greater depth the various areas of technology including Biotechnology, Information technology, and 

Physical technology.  Students will work alone or in pairs at the various technology modules.  These 

modules include Aerodynamics Technology, Alternative Energy, Basic Electricity, Computer Aided 

Design (CAD), Computer Aided Publishing, Construction Technology, Digital Photography, Digital 

Video Production, Electronics Technology, Multimedia Production, Navigation and GPS, Space 

Technology, CNC Mill, and CNC Lathe.  Learning will be computer based and all modules have hands-

on activities or projects. (Taught by a member of the technology education faculty) (Grades 9-12) 
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HONORS SCIENCE COURSES 
 

Honors Chemistry      year   1 credit 
  

This course is designed for students who have shown an aptitude for the sciences and may be 

considering science-related careers.  It covers the same topics as Chemistry I (Metric-English 

conversions, atomic structure, development of the Periodic Table, chemical bonding, writing chemical 

equations, stoichiometry, gas law calculations and concentration of solutions) but at an accelerated pace 

with more emphasis on the theory and experimentation that led to major discoveries.   

 

The course will also include student-initiated discussions on current topics, demonstrations of 

chemical reactions, laboratory experiments (where they will learn lab safety, terminology and correct lab 

procedures), written lab reports as well as a 6-8 page report on a science-related topic.  College 

Preparatory. Weighted course. Students must meet eligibility criteria to enroll in this course.  

(Grade 10) 
 

Honors Physics       year   1 credit 
  

Honors Physics will utilize advanced mathematics and laboratory problem solving to explore the 

depth of the nature of forces, motion, gravity, machines, heat, light, and sound.  College Preparatory. 

Weighted course. Students must meet eligibility criteria to enroll in this course.  (Grade 11) 

 

Honors Advanced Biology     year   1 credit 
  

Advanced topics in biology are selected to prepare students for first-year college biology 

courses.  The course will include extensive advanced laboratory procedures and research.  Students 

must meet eligibility criteria to enroll in this course.  Weighted course.  (Grade 12) 
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ADVANCED SCIENCE COURSES 
 

Advanced Chemistry      year   1 credit 

  
Advanced Chemistry will review the basics from Chemistry I (conversions, development of the 

Periodic Table, atomic structure, bonding, gas laws and stoichiometry) then continue on into more 

advanced topics including heats of reaction, acid base titrations, chemical equilibrium, oxidation-

reduction reactions and finally an overview of organic chemistry.    

 

The course will also include a variety of laboratory experiments that supplement the classroom 

topics and will teach lab safety, proper lab procedures and techniques along with writing formal lab 

reports and a research paper.  This course is recommended for student intending to major in any 

science-related field.  The class is only open to seniors who have successfully completed Chemistry 

I.  Students can also obtain college credit through the dual-enrollment program.  (Grade 12) 

 

Honors Advanced Biology     year   1 credit 
  

See description in Honors Science courses section. 

 

Physics II        year   1 credit 
  

We will begin a review of wave mechanics.  This will lay the foundation for the study of modern 

physics.  Students will study the evolution of modern theory of atomic structure.  This will lead into 

quantum mechanics and a study of the special and general electronics and review of current astronomy.  

Concepts will be reinforced with lab activities and formal lab reports are expected. 

 

 The last quarter of the course will be spent reviewing Newtonian mechanics.  Students will 

complete a final project.  They will brainstorm and design an amusement park ride.  After building a 

scale model of their ride and completing a  

paper they will do presentation to the class explaining the physics of the ride.  We will then explore first-

hand the physics of an amusement park.  We will attend a field trip to Darien Lake where students are 

required to complete an assignment that will be part of their final exam.  It will include measurements 

and calculations on the various aspects of different amusement park rides.  Prerequisite: Students must 

have successfully completed Physics I.  Students can also obtain college credit through the dual-

enrollment program. (Grade 12) 

 

Vertebrate Anatomy      year   1 credit 
  

A course designed to give the students an opportunity to explore the anatomical structure of 

representative vertebrate animals.  Investigative laboratory exercises will explore the anatomy of the cat 

and other species.  Students can also obtain college credit through the dual-enrollment program.  

(Grades 11-12) 
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SCIENCE ELECTIVES 
 

Astronomy        semester  .5 credits 

 

Students will learn to use various methods to find constellations, individual stars and the planets.  

Students will study how and why ancient peoples used the celestial sky in their daily lives.  A tour of the 

planets and their relationship to Earth using math skills and basic chemistry will be explored.  Galaxies, 

meteors, asteroids, and our sun and moon will be addressed through various concepts meeting Science 

Standards of Pennsylvania.  Individual night observations will be a requirement. (Grades 11-12) 
 

Basic Electronics      semester  .5 credits 

 

Students will learn the basic principles of electronics including the components and how they 

work.  The student will complete two projects including a telephone. Prerequisite: A good knowledge 

of basic mathematics is required. (Grades 11-12) 
 

Chemistry and Society      semester  .5 credits 

 

Chemistry is the study of the substances in our world and how they interact with each other.  

This class will cover both the benefits and the problems chemistry has brought to society.  Real life 

situations will be used to introduce the chemistry concepts and hands-on experimentation will be an 

important part of the course.  Students who are planning to take chemistry or have taken chemistry 

cannot take this course.  (Prerequisite:  General Biology)  (Grades 11-12) 
 

Environmental Science     semester  .5 credits 

  

This course will be an introduction to environmental and ecological science.  It will cover 

resulting environmental impacts and the risks associated with growth in a developing world.  It will also 

cover water resource uses, renewable and non-renewable sources for power generation, natural 

resources, and our water cycle.  Prerequisite:  Students must be currently taking Biology or have 

passed Biology.  (Grades 10-12) 
 

Field Biology        semester  .5 credits 

 

Field biology will introduce the student to the methods used by biologists to solve problems in 

the field.  The student will learn classroom theory as well as do field work for a wide range of 

techniques. Prerequisite: Students must have taken General Biology or Biology CP.  Offered in the 

spring only. (Grades 10-12)  
 

Forensic Science       semester  .5 credits 

 

This course will review, reinforce, and expand upon science concepts covered in earlier science 

courses through the application of those concepts in laboratory work related to forensic science.  Due to 

the popularity of forensic science in the media, students have developed an interest in the techniques, 

methods, and careers relating to crime scene investigation.  This course will allow students to explore 

these interests through the application of scientific inquiry in the investigation of different types of 

evidence through observation, collection, and classification of data to the testing and analysis of the 

information collected.  Students will also be required to present and interpret data with graphs as well as 

communicate and defend scientific argument.  A multidisciplinary approach will be taken to incorporate 

a variety of scientific fields as well as mathematics, probability, sociology, and law.  Prerequisite: 

Students must have successfully completed Biology CP, Chemistry, and Physics.  (Grade 12) 
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        SCIENCE ELECTIVES (continued) 
 

Forestry        semester  .5 credits 
  

This course will introduce students to the methods used in forestry management, tree 

identification, and timber grading/marketing.  Students will learn classroom theory as well as do field 

work for a wide range techniques.  Emphasis will be placed on practices and species of economic 

importance to North Central Pennsylvania.  Prerequisite:  Students must have taken General Biology 

or Biology CP.  (May possibly be taught by a staff member of the technology education 

department). 

 

Investigative Techniques     semester  .5 credits 
  

The student will study science in a hands-on, project-oriented way.  Topics may be drawn from a 

variety of science disciplines.  Students who have taken any college preparatory science courses or 

plan to take any college preparatory science courses cannot take this course.  This course can only 

be taken once.  (Grades 10-12) 

 

Principles of Technology     semester  .5 credits 

 
 This course provides a hands-on approach to understanding the fundamental principles 

and concepts of physics and associated mathematics.  Emphasis is placed on understanding mechanical, 

electrical, fluid, and thermal systems as they relate to work, force, rate, resistance, energy, and power.  

Activities are structured to integrate science and mathematics.  This course enhances the skills of 

students interested in pursuing technical, engineering, or science-related careers.  Problem solving skills 

will be emphasized throughout this course. (Taught by a member of the technology education 

faculty). (Grades 10-12) 

 
Science Research      semester  .5 credits 
  

An advanced course in scientific research designed to provide students possessing a strong 

background in the natural sciences the opportunity to initiate, carry out, and conclude a research project.  

Independent Study.  Student must make arrangements with a member of the science faculty.  

(Grade 12) 

 
Wildlife Ecology      semester  .5 credits 
  

This course studies the interrelationships between plants and animals and their environments. 

Emphasis is placed on the wildlife of North Central Pennsylvania and the role man has in managing 

their habitat.  Prerequisite: Students must have taken General Biology or Biology CP. Offered in 

the fall only.  (Grades 10-12) 
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TECHNOLOGY 

EDUCATION 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE       GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 
 

 
Cabinet Making I      11, 12 semester      .5 
Cabinet Making II                 12 semester      .5 

Computer Aided Design I (CAD I)           9, 10, 11, 12 semester      .5 
Computer Aided Design II (CAD II) DE*      10, 11, 12 semester      .5 

Exploring Tech Ed 2                   9, 10, 11, 12 semester      .5 
Forestry*                 10, 11, 12 semester      .5 
Manufacturing                10, 11, 12 semester      .5  

Principles of Technology              10, 11, 12 semester      .5 
Wood 9                     9, 10, 11, 12 semester      .5 

 

 
*There is a possibility that Forestry may be taught by a staff member of the 

Technology Education Department. 
 
DE*: DUAL ENROLLMENT; ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLY INCLUDING 

STUDENTõS GRADE LEVEL REQUIRED IN ORDER TO RECEIVE COLLEGE 

CREDIT.  CHECK WITH PRINCIPAL. Eligible Students can obtain college credit through 
Pennsylvania Highlands Community College.    Enrollment packet available in principalõs office. 
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION COURSES & ELECTIVES 
 

Cabinet Making I       semester  .5 credits 
 
 Students will develop a basic understanding of the history of cabinet making, materials, and 

layouts.  Students should also demonstrate a basic understanding for the elements of joiner, fastening, 

and processes involved in quality cabinetry.  Prerequisite: Wood 9 (Grades 10-12) 

 

Cabinet Making II      semester  .5 credits 
 
 Students should develop masterful skills utilizing tools, machines, joinery, processes, and 

problem solving.  Students should develop an understanding for special fixtures utilized in the 

production of trim and casework.  Prerequisite: Cabinet Making I (Grade 11-12) 

 

Manufacturing       semester  .5 credits 
 
 Manufacturing Systems is an introductory course in which students analyze technical systems 

and various types of manufacturing.  Students will examine the various inputs required for 

manufacturing, experience a variety of manufacturing processes, produce and investigate manufacturing 

outputs and aspects of research, development, and problem solving as they identify, design and produce 

products in a manufacturing technology laboratory.  Prerequisite:   Wood 9 (Grades 10-12) 
 

Wood 9        semester  .5 credits 
 

Instruction includes use of shop machines with emphasis on the circular saw, radial arm saw, 

jointer, and planer.  Emphasis is on precision workmanship and a thorough understanding of the 

operations of the various woodworking machines.  (Grades 9-12) 
 

 

 
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION REQUIREMENT 

 
Exploring Technology 2    semester  .5 credits 

 
 Students will use the knowledge and concepts learned in Exploring Technology I to explore in 

greater depth the various areas of technology including Biotechnology, Information technology, and 

Physical technology.  Students will work alone or in pairs at the various technology modules.  These 

modules include Aerodynamics Technology, Alternative Energy, Basic Electricity, Computer Aided 

Design (CAD), Computer Aided Publishing, Construction Technology, Digital Photography, Digital 

Video Production, Electronics Technology, Multimedia Production, Navigation and GPS, Space 

Technology, CNC Mill, and CNC Lathe.  Learning will be computer based and all modules have hands-

on activities or projects.  (Grades 9-12) 
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION ELECTIVES 
 

 
Computer Aided Design I (CAD I)   semester      .5 credits 

 
 This course introduces computer-aided design (CAD) and examines the hardware that makes up 

a CAD workstation.  It also covers the operating system (Windows) that enables the equipment to 

function as a unit.  The course shows how geometric constructions, and text.  Students will use display 

and editing techniques, as well as, obtain information about their drawings and work with drawing files. 

(Grades 9-12) 
 

Computer Aided Design II (CAD II)    semester  .5 credits 
 

 In this course the students will use previous knowledge learned in CAD I and expand 

upon it.  The students will learn such commands as Extrude, Union, Subtract, and Solid.  They will use 

these commands to construct 3 dimensional objects.  The students will also learn how to draw an 

Isometric drawing from an Orthographic drawing.  This knowledge will help students be able to read 

and follow plans for a project that they may encounter.  It will also allow them to be able to construct 

their own plans for a project.  (Grades 10-12) Certain grade-level eligible students can also obtain 

college credit through the dual-enrollment program. 

 
Forestry        semester  .5 credits 
  

This course will introduce students to the methods used in forestry management, tree 

identification, and timber grading/marketing.  Students will learn classroom theory as well as do field 

work for a wide range techniques.  Emphasis will be placed on practices and species of economic 

importance to North Central Pennsylvania.  Prerequisite:  Students must have taken General Biology 

or Biology CP.  Science credit. (May possibly be taught by a member of the technology education 

faculty). 

 
Principles of Technology     semester  .5 credits 
 

 This course provides a hands-on approach to understanding the fundamental principles 

and concepts of physics and associated mathematics.  Emphasis is placed on understanding mechanical, 

electrical, fluid, and thermal systems as they relate to work, force, rate, resistance, energy, and power.  

Activities are structured to integrate science and mathematics.  This course enhances the skills of 

students interested in pursuing technical, engineering, or science-related careers.  Problem solving skills 

will be emphasized throughout this course. Science Credit.  (Grades 10-12) 

 



 

 

 

62 

         
 

 

 

VOCATIONAL 

TECHNICAL 

EDUCATION 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

COURSE*          GRADE     LENGTH      CREDIT 

 

 

Automotive Mechanics      10, 11, 12     3 years       3/year 
Building Construction Occupations   10, 11, 12     3 years       3/year 

Heavy Equipment Maintenance & Repair 10, 11, 12      3 years       3/year 
Metal Working Occupations     10, 11, 12     3 years       3/year 
 

 
*All of these courses are offered at Seneca Highlands Area Vocational Technical 

School. 
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BUILDING OCCUPATIONS COURSES 
 

Building Construction      year   3 credits 
 

*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Vocational Area Technical School 

This course meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 10-12) 

 

 In this course, students learn carpentry, masonry, plumbing, electricity, and estimating skills 

required in the construction industry. It is recommended that students be able to add, subtract, multiply, 

and divide both fractions and decimals.  The student must be unafraid to climb ladders, have reasonable 

stamina and strength, and be able to work outside under inclement weather.  In addition, students should 

have good mechanical aptitude, good manual dexterity, and good eye-hand coordination.  Students must 

complete many carpentry projects and/or may be involved in modular home construction. 

 

MECHANICS COURSES 
 

Automotive Mechanics *     year   3 credits 
 

*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Vocational Area Technical School 
This course meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 10-12) 

 

 The course in Automotive Mechanics is designed to provide the knowledge necessary to service 

and repair automotive equipment and to develop skill in the use of tools, service, and diagnostic 

equipment.  All phases of automotive mechanics, design, operation, and trouble-shooting are covered.  

Areas covered include: engine overhaul, fuel pump installation, standard shift drive line, conventional 

and front wheel drive line, wheel alignment, brakes, steering, suspension, automatic transmission, tune-

up, electrical systems, computerized systems, and fuel management.  Other instruction includes the use 

of hand tools, power tools, and precision measuring instruments such as micrometers, dial indicators, 

feeler gauges, and torque wrenches.  Safe working habits are emphasized. Work shoes and coveralls 

are required. 
 

 

Heavy Equipment Maintenance*    year   3 credits 
 

*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Vocational Area Technical School 

This course meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 10-12) 

 
An instructional program that prepares individuals to apply technical knowledge necessary for 

the maintenance and repair of heavy-duty equipment such as trucks, trailers, bulldozers, loaders, 

tractors, excavators, hydraulic attachments, compressors, and the gasoline or diesel engines that power 

them.  Instruction includes shop safety, tool use and inspection, diagnostic and maintenance procedures 

for brakes, undercarriages, operating controls, pneumatic and hydraulic systems, electrical circuitry, 

engines and power trains.  Instruction also includes techniques of arc welding and oxygen and acetylene 

cutting.  Pennsylvania State Safety Inspection Certification and the use of technical and service manuals, 

as well as safe and organized work practices, are highly stressed.  Students that develop the necessary 

technical competencies will have opportunities to expand their knowledge through trade related personal 

projects and instructor appointed community projects.  Coveralls and work shoes are required attire.   
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METAL WORKING COURSE 
 

Metal Working Occupations*     year   3 credits 
*This course is offered at Seneca Highlands Vocational Area Technical School 

This course meets 4 periods every day. (Grades 10-12) 

 

  Students learn job entry-level skills in three separate but related trades: machine shop, 

welding, and powdered metal technology.  The student will learn these skills through the manufacture, 

fabrication, and repair of items employing various projects and assignments in addition to theory 

exercises.  Students may select and do specialized projects according to areas of interest.  Computer 

Numerical Control Training has also been incorporated into this program to introduce students to 

technology in metalworking.  A Computer Numerical Control lathe, milling machine, and vertical 

spindle CNC machining center are used to incorporate technology.  Student projects are centered upon 

National Institute of Metalworking Standards (NIMS).  Students must wear safety shoes, safety 

glasses, and shop aprons.  Safety glasses and shop aprons will be provided.  Must purchase 6-inch 

scale and shop apron.  Approximate cost is $15. 
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SOCIAL, HUMAN, & 

GOVERNMENTAL SERVICES 
 

 

 

 Interests and Abilities typical of this path 
 

Are you . . . 
 

 . . . polite, understanding, & patient? 
 . . . flexible? 
 . . . able to plan & direct others’ activities? 

 . . . seen as a leader? 
 . . . sensitive and non-judgmental? 

 . . . composed in a crisis or conflict? 
 . . . able to take & follow directions? 
 

Do you have . . .  
  
 . . . a concern for people & their problems? 

 . . . the ability to inspire trust & confidence? 
 . . . good physical skills? 

 . . . the ability to get along with a wide variety of 
          people? 
 

Do you like to express your feelings/ideas . . .  
 

 . . . creatively? 
 . . . in writing? 
 . . . through your speech in a clear manner? 

 
Do you enjoy . . . 
 

 . . . helping others learn new things or acquire  
  information? 

 . . . sharing ideas with others? 
 . . . reading about or studying how society works? 
 . . . learning about the interactions of individuals or 

  groups of people? 
 . . . providing service to other people—to give  
  information, see to their comfort, or enhance  

  their appearance? 
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          Entry Level Careers  
 
These careers require on-the-job-training and/or minimal training: 
 

 Armed Services Career Border Patrol Agent  Teacher’s Aide 

 Animal Worker  Hospital Interpreter  Nanny 

 Library Clerk   Social Welfare Trainee Fire Cadet 
 Security Guard  Home Health Assistant Police Cadet 

 Postal Service Worker Meter Reader   Geriatric Aide  

 

 

 

Semi -Professional Careers  
 

These careers generally require Technical/Community College and/or experience: 
 

 Paralegal Assistant  Postal Employee  Police Officer 
 Crime Lab Technician Court Reporter  Appraiser 

 Social Director  Pre-School Teacher  Legal Secretary 

 News Reporter  Career Center Technician Firefighter 

 Oil Firefighter  Alcohol & Drug Counselor Embalmer 

 Corrections Officer  Detective   Bailiff 

 
 

 

Skilled & Professional Careers  

 
For most of these careers you must successfully complete college/university entrance 
requirements.  These careers generally require specialized schools or 

colleges/universities and experience: 
 

 Administrator  Criminologist   Military Officer 

 Psychologist   Speech Pathologist  School Counselor 

 Social Worker  Court Reporter  Lawyer 
 Demographer   Consumer Advocate  Economist 

 Government Inspector Sociologist   Historian 

 Foreign Service Worker Interpreter   City Manager 

 FBI Special Agent  Political Consultant  Probation Officer 

 Rehabilitation Counselor Urban & Regional Planner Political Scientist 

 Anthropolist   Divorce Mediator  Fund Raiser 
 IRS Worker   Social Studies Teacher Museum Worker 

 Foreign Correspondent Museum Curator  Cruise Director 

 Foreign Language Teacher United Nations Worker ESL Teacher* 

 International Business Relations    Public Relations Worker 

 
 *ESL: English as a Second Language 
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FOREIGN 

LANGUAGES 

 

 
 

COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 
 
French I          9, 10, 11, 12     year  1 
French II              10, 11, 12     year  1 
French III            11, 12     year  1 

French IV                  12     year  1 
Spanish I          9, 10, 11, 12     year  1 

Spanish II      10, 11, 12     year  1 
Spanish III            11, 12     year  1 
Spanish IV                  12     year  1 
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BON JOUR! 
 

FRENCH COURSES 
 
 

 

French I        year   1 credit 
 

 French I introduces the student to the grammar and vocabulary of the language as well as the 

culture of France and other French speaking countries. Special emphasis is given to developing 

communication, listening, and writing skills.  Creativity is emphasized as students are assigned 

multiple creative activities to demonstrate their knowledge of the language. CP (Grades 9-12) 
 

French II        year   1 credit 
 

 In French II, the student continues to learn basic grammar structures and vocabulary.  The 

continual development of communication skills is stressed.  Emphasis is also placed on reading and 

writing. Students are given the opportunity to creatively express themselves through special 

projects including a French dinner. CP (Grades 10-12) 

 

French III        year   1 credit 
 

 The French III course continues to develop the four language skills: reading, writing, listening, 

and speaking.  Students are introduced to French history through a number of selected readings.  Some 

attention is given to literature and composition.  Students are given the opportunity to creatively 

express themselves through dialogues and other assignments.  CP (Grades 11-12) 

 

French IV        year   1 credit 
 

 French IV continues to develop the four language skills.  Selected short stories are studied and 

composition is emphasized.  The geography and culture of different regions in France is also studied.  

Creativity is emphasized through various projects such as brochures and maps as well as 

dialogues and compositions. CP (Grade 12) 
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HOLA! 
 

SPANISH COURSES 
 

 

Spanish I        year   1 credit 
 

 Spanish I introduces students to grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and cultural aspects of the 

language.  Special emphasis is given to developing communication and listening skills. Projects and 

activities are often incorporated to reinforce what students are learning.  The geography and culture of 

Spanish-speaking countries is also addressed.  CP (Grades 9-12) 

 

Spanish II        year   1 credit 
 

The main emphasis for Spanish II is grammar, with a continued focus on vocabulary.  Students 

expand their ability to speak, read, write, and listen to Spanish.  Projects and activities are completed to 

demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the language. Students learn the geography and culture of 

Spanish-speaking countries..  CP (Grades 10-12) 

 
Spanish III        year   1 credit 

 

 In Spanish III, the students’ speaking, reading, writing, and listening skills are improved.   

Grammar is strengthened, conversational situations are expanded upon, and reading and writing is 

emphasized.  Students will complete projects and activities to further aid their understanding. 

Geography and culture focuses on Mexico and the Caribbean countries. CP (Grades 11-12) 
 

Spanish IV        year   1 credit 
 

 Spanish IV continues to improve speaking, reading, writing, and listening skills. There is a 

concentration on speaking and literature.  Students do various projects and activities to further 

strengthen their abilities. The geography and culture of Spain is also taught.  CP (Grade 12) 
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SAFETY & DRIVER’S EDUCATION & CO-OP 

 
COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 
 

Driver’s Education        ***  6 hours   0 

Safety Education          10 semester  .5 
Vocational Cooperative Education       12 semester  .5 
 

*** must be 16 years or older & have your Learner’s permit or Driver’s license 
 

 

SAFETY & DRIVERõS EDUCATION COURSES 
 

 

Driver’s Education      6 hours  0 credits 
 

 Driver Education consists of 6 hours of behind-the-wheel instruction in the safe and efficient use 

of an automobile.  Also includes instruction on the motor vehicle code in lab setting. Students should 

register for Driverôs Education in the Principalôs Office.  (Studentôs must be 16 years or older & 

have your Learnerôs permit or Driverôs license) 

 

Safety Education       semester  .5 credits 

 

 This classroom phase consists of 30 hours of instruction in motor vehicle safety and other related 

areas of safety.  Defensive driving is stressed.  Problems, which have been created within our society 

since the advent of the auto and what we must do as drivers to counteract the problems that have arisen, 

will be discussed.  (Grade 10) 

 

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 

Vocational Cooperative Education    semester  .5 credits 
 
 Co-op is a school supervised work program.  Its purpose is to help the student “bridge the gap” 

between school and the world of work.  Students are placed on school-approved work sites where they 

learn and develop the skills necessary to survive on the job.  Students will develop skills in the following 

areas: how to get a job, employer-employee relationships, money management, personal safety and other 

skills necessary for survival on the job. (Grade 12)  
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SOCIAL 

STUDIES 
 

 

 

COURSE      GRADE LENGTH  CREDIT 
 
The American Civil War   10, 11, 12     semester .5 

American Government                11     semester .5 
American Government CP               11     semester .5 
Contemporary American History  10, 11, 12     semester .5 

Cultural Anthropology    10, 11, 12     semester .5 
Economics CP                 11     semester .5 

Economics                  11     semester .5 
Physical & Cultural Geography  10, 11, 12     semester         .5 
Psychology I           11, 12     semester .5 

Psychology II                 12     semester .5 
Sociology      10, 11, 12     semester .5 

Sociology II             10, 11, 12     semester .5 
United States & PA History         9     year  1 
United States & PA History CP        9     year  1 

Women in American History           10, 11, 12     semester .5 
World History                 10     year  1 
World History CP                 10     year  1 

 
CP: College Preparatory 
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SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM 
FLOW CHART 

 
The flow chart below is designed to guide students in choosing the most 

beneficial sequence of courses. 
 

  

USPA History CP 

9th Grade 

USPA History  

9th Grade 

World History CP 

10th Grade 

World History  

10th Grade 

Economics CP 

And  
American 

Government CP 
(Grades 11 or 12) 

Economics  

and 
American 

Government  
(Grades 11 or 12) 

College Prep 
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SOCIAL STUDIES REQUIREMENTS 
 

 
American Government      semester  .5 credits 

 

 American Government is the study of the general principles of the American system of 

constitutional government. Emphasis is placed upon the organization and functions of the national 

government—legislative, executive, and judicial.  The rights and duties of citizenship, the electorate, 

and the growing regulatory functions of the government are carefully treated. CP or General. (Grade 

11) 

 

Economics        semester  .5 credits 
 

 Economics is a general course that will include studies in the following areas: theories of 

economics, capitalism and free enterprise, supply and demand, how prices are determined in markets, 

how economic performance is measured and reported, labor and unions, where businesses and 

individuals find sources of capital, money, banking, and government regulations in economics. 

    

Emphasis will be placed on developing an understanding of basic economic concepts, and being 

able to utilize these elements in addressing a variety of economic questions. CP or General. (Grade 11) 

 
United States & Pennsylvania History   year   1 credit 
 

This course is designed to give every student a chronological view of the development of the 

United States from the Civil War to the present.  It is not the purpose of the course to give an in-depth 

study of this period, but rather to create an interest for a particular segment or segments of the era which 

the student may pursue on his or her own or in another course. College Preparatory (CP) or General. 

(Grade 9) 

 

World History       year   1 credit 
 

 Students will study eight significant and recurring themes of historical events.  The eight themes 

are: 

1. power and authority    2. science and technology 

3. religious and ethical systems   4. empire building 

 5.   revolution     6. cultural interaction 

 7.   interaction with the environment  8. economics 

 

These themes are presented to show that people in America, Europe, Africa, and Asia are more alike 

than they realize.  Throughout history humans have struggled to better themselves and the world around 

them.  Students will learn that past historical events are precursors to the present and affect the future.  

This course will begin with a brief review of the Middle Ages and will focus on the time frame from the 

European Renaissance to post WWII.  CP or General. (Grade 10) 
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SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES 
 

The American Civil War     semester  .5 credits 
 

This course is designed to cover the history of events leading up to and through the American 

Civil War.  Topics we will examine throughout this course will include, but not be limited to: the causes 

of the war, including slavery, trade and cultural differences, the battles, leaders, politics, slavery, food, 

geography, and people of that period of time.  Finally, we will look at the results of the war, and the 

long-term effects of those results.  We will also take time to examine the impact of the war on today’s 

America. (Grades 10-12) 
 

Contemporary American History    semester  .5 credits 
 

 The student will study American history from the post WWII period to the present.  The course 

will attempt to show how the decades following the end of the World War II shaped the present.  We 

will discuss major events chronologically.  The course will look at the changing values and culture of 

the United States over the last 50 plus years.  Current events will be used occasionally throughout the 

course. (Grades 10-12) 
 

Cultural Anthropology      semester  .5 credits 
 

Anthropology is designed to give us a better understanding of basic human behaviors using other 

cultures ranging from the animal kingdom, ancient caveman, various historical societies and tribes on all 

the major continents, and contemporary subcultures.  Included in the major concepts and themes are: 

 Language and communication of people 

 Food production & labor 

 Social stratification & social order 

 Marriage & family life 

 Religion 

 Art 

(Grades 10-12) 

 
Physical & Cultural Geography    semester  .5 credits 
 

 The major purpose of this course is to provide students with an overview of physical and cultural 

geography and to emphasize the relationship between the people and the land. (Grade 10-12) 
 

Psychology I       semester  .5 credits 
 

 This course is designed to cover the issues and topics of psychology, the science of behavior and 

mental processes.  We will look at the behavior of people, even ourselves, throughout this course.  The 

course will cover methods of research, behavior, senses, consciousness, learning, memory, motivation, 

and intelligence. (College Preparatory) (Grades 11-12) 
 

Psychology II       semester  .5 credits 
 

This course is designed to cover the issues and topics of psychology that were not included in 

Psychology I.  We will continue to look at the behavior of people, including ourselves, throughout this 

course.  The course will cover methods of motivation, child development, adolescence, sexuality, 

psychological disorders, and personality. College Preparatory.  Prerequisite: Psychology I (Grades 

11-12) 
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SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES 
 
Sociology I        semester  .5 credits 
 

 This is a course that looks at the interaction of groups of people; not just how different groups 

interact, but also the interaction of the group.  The course includes the basics of sociology, such as, 

culture, social interaction, adolescence and adults and their roles in society, and social stratification.  If 

you are interested in people, you are in the right place.  This course will not make you a sociologist, but 

I hope you will gain from it, a new understanding of human behavior that you can use in your life every 

day. (Grades 10-12) 

 

Sociology II       semester  .5 credits 
 
This course is designed to cover the issues and topics within society.  As a prerequisite, you must have 

taken and passed Sociology I, which provides you with the background to discuss the issues covered in 

this course.  Issues we will examine throughout Sociology II will include, but not be limited to: 

Deviance and Social Control, Racial Issues in America, Politics, Education, Religion, Mass Media, 

Urbanization, Collective Behavior, Terrorism, and Death and Dying.  Prerequisite: Sociology I 

(Grades 10-12) 
 

 

Women in American History     semester  .5 credits 
 
 This course is designed to introduce and broaden understanding of the role of women in our 

American past.  The course will attempt to strike a balance between describing the lives of average 

women and the lives of extraordinary women.  The lives of individual women and the social movements 

(abolition, suffrage, labor, and others) emphasized will highlight for students the issues, conflicts, and 

historical times of the mass of women.  Women living in all types of conditions and in all times have 

created meaning, purpose, beauty, and dignity in their lives despite the limitations placed upon them by 

the larger society.  This course will explore those limitations and more importantly the accomplishments 

of the American woman. (Grades 10-12) 

 
 

 


