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WHAT CAN | DO TO HELP MY SENI OR GET

X X X X X X X

X

Make sure you know which couns  elor he/she has chosen to work with this year.

Mrs. Kathy Jeselnick or Mr. Dan Eskesen
642 -2544 x.208 642 -2544 x. 225
kjieselnick@iu9.org deskesen@iu9.org

CEEB Code/High School Code/College Board Co884060
School Address: 20 Oak Street Port Allegany, PA 16743
School Phone Number:  (814) 642 -2544

School Fax Number:  (814) 642 -9574

Class Rank

G.P.A.

Graduation Date:  June 8, 2008

SAT Scores & Dates Taken/Will Take

Date Crit. Read. Math Writing Essay Total (Crit. Rd. & Math

READY

SAT Subject Tests, Scores, & Dates Taken/Will Take
Date Test Scores

ACT Scores & Dates Taken/Will Take
Date Composite Writing

Who to ask for recommendations:
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Who is Responsible for What?

Itis imperative that your son or daughter is responsible for completing all forms
required for college. The only exception is the FAFSA, College Profile, or if a
college (for example, Gannon) requests financial information within the
application.

Through the years, we have seen parents complete college applications, SAT and

ACT registration, and even do their sonsd or
important that you a  ssist your son or daughter with any questions he or she may

have, remember, you are not applying for college

Check your son or daughterodés applications fo

Brainstorm with your son or daughter in how he or she might best approach his
or her college essay. Make suggestions, correct errors, help to develop the essay.

Listen to what your son or daughter has to say and help guide them in their
choices. (Do not make the choices for them).

When it comes to college costs, ke ep i n mind that many oexpen
more financial aid available for their students and in the end may actually be
less expensive than the colleges that seemed to be cheaper in the beginning.

Parents should complete the registration at www.upromise.com _ to begin helping
towards savings for loans and college expenses.

Feel free to contact your son or daughterds
her progress or ask any questions you may have.

Encourage your son or daughter to use a planner to keep track of all the
deadlines. Place a calendar on your refrigerator (or in a prominent place in your
home) for your son or daughter to write down important dates and deadlines.

An excellent online planneris av  ailable through www.kaptest.com (click on
OMored next to 0Colleged, then click on O0AdnN
Admi ssions Pl anner 0)

Encourage your son or daughter to frequently check his or her mail bo X in the
School Counseling Office.

Encourage your son or daughter to design and complete a College Resume
This information includes activities, awards, leadership, employment, and
volunteer -work for grades 9 -12.

Make certain that your son or daughter completes the sheet on page 41 of this
booklet (all students have this same sheet on page 26 of their college planning
booklet.


http://www.upromise.com/
http://www.kaptest.com/

What Factors Are Considered by College Admissions Counselors?

Although it is difficult to list a comprehensive list that every

college uses to evaluate

applications for each major, there are some factors that most colleges use. The main

categories are (1) Academic Achievement, Quality, and Potential

characteristics and attributes. Following are the subcategori

and (2) Nonacademic
es in each of these two

areas along with some of the different factors in each of the subcategories. This listis to
be used as a guideline, not as the only things that colleges consider in accepting your son
or daughter. These factors are not meanttor eplace your son or daughter working
individually with one of the school counselors who will be a liaison with colleges in which

your student is interested in attending.
Academic Achievement, Quality, and Potential:
V Direct measures

o AP, IB and honors courses (we only offer honors courses)

Class rank

College courses while in high school

Grades (GPA)

Solid college -prep curriculum

Strength of senior year for courses and grades
Test scores (SAT, ACT, AP)

Pattern of grade improvement during high school

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

0 Courses taken
V Caliber of High School
o Competitive grading system in high school
o Competitiveness of class
o0 Percentage attending 4 -year colleges

Participati on in enrichment or outreach programs
Internships or volunteer experiences in area of academic interest

o Strength of curriculum (including availability of AP, honors)

V Evaluative measures
0 Academic recognition and awards
Artistic talent

Evidence of academic passion
Independent academic research
Writing quali  ty
Grasp of world events
o Intellectual curiosity
Nonacademic Characteristics and Attributes:
V Geographic

OO0 O0OO0OO0Oo

Depth in one or more academic areas related to student interests

o Academically disadvantaged school (such as inner city or rural)

o Economically disadvantaged region
o From school with few or no previous applicants
o From far away
o From local community
V Personal Background
0 Alumni connection
0 First generation to go to college from family
0 Low-economic family background
o Personal disadvantage



Nonacademic Characteristics and Attributes (continued):
V Extracurricular activities, service, and leadership

o
o
o
o
o

Awards and honors (athletic, artistic, musical, civic)
Community service

Leadership

Quality and depth of involvement

Work experience

V Personal attributes

o

O 0O 0000000000000 O0O0OO0O0O0DO0OO0OO0OOoOOo

o

Artistic talent

Character

Civic and cultural awareness
Commitment

Concern for others
Creativity

Determination

Diverse perspective
Effort

Enthusiasm for learning
Evidence of persistence
Gets along well with others
Highly motivated

Initiative

Insight

Intellectual independence
Leadership potential
Maturity

Motivation

Originality

Personal promis e
Productive use of time
Reliability

Responsibility

Team player

Tenacity

Tolerance

V Extenuating circumstances

o]
o}
o}
o]
o}
o}

V Other

o

o
o
o

Family problems

Frequent moves/many different schools

Health challenges

Overcoming personal diversity

Responsibility for raising a family

Success i n face of unusual hardships or demands on time

Demonstrated interest in college
Effective oral communication
Interview impression

Strong personal statement



Tests for College Entrance
Note: not all colleges require SAT or ACT tests. For a list of col leges that do not
use the SAT or ACT go to www.fairtest.org _ or see the printout available from one
of the School Counselors.

x SAT:

What are the question types?
Multiple -choice questions, student -produced essay, an d student -produced
responses (grid -in for part of the math)
What are the sections?
Critical Reading : Reading comprehension and sentence completion
Math : Number and operations; algebra and functions; geometry; probability,
statistics, and data  analysis
Writing : Grammar, usage, and word choice (includes essay)
Unscored section:  critical reading, math, or writing multiple -choice.
How much time is involved?
Critical Reading : 70 minutes: two 25 -min. sections and one 20 min. section
Math : 70 minutes: two 25 -min. sections and one 20 min. section
Writing : 60 minutes: 35 min. multiple choice and 25 min. essay
Unscored section : 25 minutes
How is the test scored?
200 -800 for each section (except unscored section). Within the Writing se ction
the essay is scored from 1 -6 by two readers (for a maximum total of 12)
What does o0Combined Scoredé or 0Score Totaléd
Add the scores for Critical Reading and Math (not the Writing Section).
How many times? at least once in the spring of h  is or her junior year and once
in his or her senior year. Colleges recommend taking the SAT no more than 3
times!! Students should take their senior year SAT no later than the November
date, although December would be acceptable in most cases. Your son/d aughter
should not wait until he/she receives his/her scores to apply to college
Other important information to know:
U Registration forms are available in the School Counseling Office or may be
completed online.
U Discuss with your counselor whether your son or daughter qualifies for a
fee waiver.
U Pay close attention to the deadlines for registration.
U If your son or daughter is planning to register for NCAA Clearinghouse, the
SAT code number is 9999.
U Remember if your son or daughter is planning to apply to Pe nn State, he or
she must have the scores sent directly from the College Board.
U Begin preparing for the SAT. There are many resources available to do this.
In addition to the books available in the School Counseling Office, there
are some excellent resource s on line for free. Check out these sites:
0 www.collegeboard.com
0 www.number2.com _ (now has a great new feature: a coaching system!)
U www .4tests.com
A few colleges require or recommend your son or daughter take the SAT Subject tests .
Check with each college to see if any SAT Subject Tests are needed.



http://www.fairtest.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.number2.com/
http://www.4tests.com/

Port Allegany HS CEEB Code: 394060

SAT REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Test Date Reqular Reqgistration Deadline

www.collegeboard.com

Test Center

October 6 t

November 3 rd

December 1 st

January 26 t

March 1 st

May 3 ™

June 7 th

September 10 t

October 2 nd

October 30 th

December 26 th

Januar y 29t

April 1 st

May 6 th

How to register:

Test Center Code

Bradford HS 39-158
Coudersport HS 39-216
Olean HS 33-730
St. Marys HS 39-668
Olean HS 33-730
Ridgway HS 39-620
Bradford HS 39-158
Olean HS 33-730
Bradford HS 39-158
Olean HS 33-730
Bradford HS 39-158
Kane HS 39-344
Olean HS 33-730
St. Marys HS 39-668
Bradford HS 39-158
Coudersport HS 39-216
Johnsonburg HS 39-340
Olean HS 33-730
St. Marys HS 39-668

U Online at www.collegeboard.com _ (information sheet available in School Counseling

Office)
OR

U Complete the paper registration form (available in t

Fee Waivers available from Mr. Eskesen or Mrs. Jeselnick

Test Fee: SAT Reasoning Test: $43.00

he School Counseling Office)


http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/

Tests for College Entrance
Note: not all colleges require SAT or ACT tests. For a list of colleges that do not
use the SAT or ACT goto www.fairtest.org  or see the printout available from one
of the School Counselors.

x ACT:

What are the question types?
Multiple -choice questions and an optional student -produced essay
What are the secti  ons?
English : punctuation, grammar and usage, and sentence structure
Math : pre -algebra (23%); elementary algebra (17%); intermediate algebra (15%);
coordinate geometry (15%); plane geometry (23%); and trigonometry (7%)
Reading : reading comp rehension
Science: emphasizes scientific reasoning skills over recall of scientific content,
skill in math, or reading ability. Content includes biology, chemistry, physics,
and the earth/space sciences. Scientific information is in one of these 3
formats: Data Representation (38%), Research Summaries (45%), and
Conflicting Viewpoints (17%).
Writing Test (optional) : student -produced essay.
How much time is involved?
English : 45 minute, 75 questions.
Math : 60 minute, 60 questions.
Reading : 35 minute, 40 questions.
Science: 35 minute, 40 questions.
Writing Test (optional) : 30 minute essay
How is the test scored?
Composite Score  and each test (English, Math, Science, Reading) range from
1to 36. The Composite Score isthe average of your 4 test scores. Subscores
range from 1 to 18. (subscores wusually don

How many times? at least once in the spring of their junior year and once in

their senior year. The latest the ACT should be taken is in December.

Other important information to know:

U Registration forms are available in the School Counseling Office or may be
completed online.
U Discuss whether your son or daughter qualifies for a fee waiver.

Pay close attention to the deadlines for registration.

U Keep in mind that while the SAT deducts a fraction of a point for each
guestion answered incorrectly, the ACT does not deduct any points for
incorrect answers.

U Encourage your son or daughter to prepare for the ACT. There are many

resources a vailable to do this. In addition to the books available through

the School Counseling Office, there are some excellent resources online for
free. Check out these sites:

www.actstudent.org

www.number2.com _ (now has a great new feature: a coaching system!)

www.4tests.com

www.educationplanner.com

c:

cC:C:CC
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http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.number2.com/
http://www.4tests.com/
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ACT REGISTRATION INFORMATION
(Locations ae subject to change: check ACT website)

Port Allegany High School Code: 394060

Test Date Regular Registration Deadline

www.actstudent.org

October 27 th September 21 st
December 8 th November 2 nd
February 9 th January 4 t
April 12 th March 7 t

June 14 t May 9 th

How to register:

U Online at www.actstudent.org

Office)
OR

Test Center Test Center Code
Wellsvil le HS 182150
Olean HS 199500
Oswayo Valley HS 162410
St. Marys HS 184110
Wellsville HS 182150

None nearby. See p. 30 ACT booklet

Coudersport HS 156020
Olean HS 199500
Wellsville HS 182150

(information sheet available in School Counseling

U Complete the paper regi stration form (available in the School Counseling Office)
Fee Waivers available from Mr. Eskesen or Mrs. Jeselnick

Test Fee: ACT (Plus Writing): $44.50

Test \

English 75 questions
Mathematics 60 questions
Reading 40 questions
Science 40 questions
Wiiing Test 1 Promp

ACT (No Writing): $30.00

45 minutes

60 minutes

35 minutes

35 minutes

30 minutes

Content

Measures standard written English and rhetorical
skills.

Measuring mathemaial skills students have
typically acquired in courses taken up to the
beginning of gradé2.

Measures reading comprehension.

Measures the interpretation, analysis, evaluation,
reasoning, and problesolving skills required in the
natural sciences.

Measures writing skills emphasized in high schoac
English classes and in entigvel college
composition courses.


http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/engdescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/mathdescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/readdescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/scidescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/writingdescript.html
http://www.actstudent.org/testprep/descriptions/writingdescript.html

College Major

x Uncertain of College Major? It is difficult to select a college if your son or daughter
doesndt have some idea as to where their inte

U Maybe it would be easier to think in terms of two career interests and check
the colleges that offer both.

U Perhaps, your son or daughter  can determine which subject area (i.e. math,
social studies, English) he or she enjoys and find colleges that have a variety
of majors in his or her area of interest.

0O Have your son or daughter answer this ques
somet hi ng yob putsuelyatiniesests or study something in demand
in the job market or a combination of Dboth

U There are a variety of resources and online sites that can help your son or
daughter begin this process, but one of the best is http://mapping __ -your -
futurecorg ( Click on OPl anning a Careero).

U Job shadowing will help your son or daughter to narrow his or her choices.
U Interview people in a field of interest.
U Take the Career Interest Inventory available throug h www.bridges.com or go

to the AES website http://www.educationplanner.org (Click on
oDi scoveringo).

U Visitthe www.bridges.com site and learn about careers.

0 Visit www.educationplanner.com , c¢l i ck on 0Selectingéd, an
0Choosi ng a Mahpnd side of(sareen).l e f t

U Two more sites that you could visit to learn abo ut selecting a major are:

http://www.psu.edu/dus/md/mdmisper.htm
http://www.] obweb.com/Resources/Library/Careers_In/Choosing_Your_Major 122 01.htm

U Encourage that your son or daughter borrow OMaking the Major De
OBook of IaojQoorlslée ge Maj or sfrordene af theosohload
counselors.

U If still undecided about a maj  or, select a college that has a range of programs.

U Remember, it is estimated that 2/3 of students will change their majors at
least once!
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Coll ege OFitdé & Search

x CollegeFit : What makes a good ofitdé or match?

ingredien tin a successful college choice. A few of the factors to take into
consideration are a college that (1) has a major/programs/activities that matches

~

Fi

your son or daughterods interests, (2) provide

son or da ubttied, and (8)offeis an atmosphere that your son or daughter
is comfortable with
x Additional features to check into are

U0 Close to home? In state? A certain region (mid At l antic, sout h,

Large, small, medium, or any college?

Public or Private?

Four -year, two -year, trade/technical?

Certain sport?

Cost (this should not be the most important factor as will be addressed in the
financial aid section, but it will eventually be a consideration)

[ - et en-IN et et

c:

U Certain activities of i nterestétheater,

The more factors considered, the narrower the choices are. Most important is to help
your son or daughter make realistic choices in selecting possible colleges. The majority
of colleges have requireme nts that students must meet in order to be considered for
acceptance. These requirements include courses taken, grades, cumulative grade point
average, class rank, SAT/ACT/Placement test results, special talents or skills, as well
as a variety of other po ssibilities.

When doing a college search, encourage your son or daughter to have at least one or
t wo Osafetyod6 colleges (colleges where he

or

e a

City, rural, wurban, suburban, or doesndt i
newspa

s he

oprobablesdé6 (where his or her GPdnilartowlsatis scor es,
expected of students at that college), and

daughter meet the criteria but may not have the strongest qualifications).

There are numerous search programs available via the Internet. Try these two:
www.educationplanner.org www.collegeboard.com

Another website that you can check into is www.makingitcount.com . If your son or

daughter registers (free), he or she can

your son or daughter recommendations about (1) the type of college that is right for
him or her, (2) a college major and field of study, (3) campus living, (4) roommate
compatibility, (5) campus organizations, (6) social life, (7) campus resources, and more.
The oO0All About Med Report gives ytonsabos @n
careers that might be a good match and (2) key personal growth areas.

There are also guides that your son or daughter can borrow from the School Counseling

or

take t
guestionnaires and receive the reports for

or

Office. (See the list of these resources in the back of this booklet in the sectio ns titled:
OResource Materials Available in the School

Once your son or daughter has a list of colleges, he or she can begin researching each
one via the Internet (each college usually has its own website), college catalogs, an
brochures. Take a virtual tour of a college campus at WWW.campustours.com

12
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Applying to College

x Transcripts:  all colleges require that a student have an official school transcript
sent. To start this process a  transcript form needs to be completed and signed by a
parent and the student. Only one of these forms needs to be submitted for the year.
There is no limit to how many transcripts a student can request are sent to colleges
or for scholarships. Complete d transcript forms should be given to Mrs. Benson.
We ask that Mrs. Benson is given at least two days notice.

x Special Note about Transcripts: with so many students applying to college online,
it is easy for your son or daughter to forget to request a transcript be sent. Please
make sure that your son or daughter compl etes
Applicationo form for each place where a tran

x Application Process : Paper or Online? Whenever possible, always do online. It
looks neater and is much quicker than the paper version. Colleges prefer the on -
line version. Remind your son or daughter to make a copy of their online version. If
your son or daughter does a paper application, have him or her make a copy of it to
useas his or her oOoOwork copydé, then transfer al
and make a copy of that one. It is a good rule of thumb for your son or daughter to
have his or her school counselor check a copy of their application (even if it is on -
line) before it is submitted. In some cases, your son or daughter might complete the
online application, then print it out and mail it in.

1. Early Decision, Early Action, Regular Decision, Rolling Admissions

U Early Decision : student can only apply to one colleg e on Early Decision. If
accepted to this school, the student must withdraw his/her applications
from any other college.

U Early Action : similar to Early Decision in that you apply early and learn if
you are accepted usually by December. The main difference i s whereas you
are committed to attend a school under the Early Decision plan, with the
Early Action plan you dono6ét have to make

U Regular Decision : student submits an application by a certain date,
usually between January 1 st and M arch 15 t. The student will learn if
he/she is accepted usually by April 10 th,

U0 Rolling Admissions  : Applications are reviewed by the admissions
committee as the applications arrive, or by some regular intervals such as
monthly or biweekly. However, the earl ier the student applies the greater
the chances of being accepted to the school.

X How many applications are too many ? Colleges and universities are reporting a
dramatic increase in the number of applicants over the past few years. The reason
for this su rge is that some seniors are applying to many more colleges than the
typical 3to 8. Some students apply to more colleges than they should because of
the ease of applying online while others apply to an excess of colleges because of
using the Common Appli  cation where they can apply to a multiple of colleges with
one standardized form. Lastly, many more colleges are mailing or emailing
applications directly to students. This increase is negatively affecting acceptance
rates.

13



Essays & Personal Statements

Keep i n mind that this is your son or daughterd
sepa

personality, but most i mportantly a way to
freshmen with similar SAT scores, grades, courses, and activities. Remember that the
admission s committee does not know your son or daughter the way you, other family
members, friends, teachers, and his or her school counselor does.

Before composing his or her essay, your son or daughter should refer to one of the
numerous resources (available eit  her online or books) that help in this process. Two
excell ent resources ar e: 0Col |l ege Admi ssi
Application Essay. o

The best online essay assistance is available through the www.educationplanner.com
website at - Admission application essay writing course . This 6 lesson course includes: (1)
preparation, (2) question -specific strategies, (3) essay structures, (4) style and tone, (5)
introduction and conclusions, and (6) editing checklist.

Now a few general pointers about the essay:

O The essay is an opportunity to reve st
activities, courses, grades, or SAT scores. The transcript has already provided
this. However, if your son or daughter decides to expand on something within
his or her transcript, thatds fine.

U The admissions committee looks for

(2) Something about your  son or daughter that is not revealed in the
rest of his or her application,

(2) An interesting take on his or her topic A the first sentence in
particular can make or break how someone is going to be reading his
or her essay,

3) A genuine reflection of your son  or daughter fi not his or her parents
or who your son or daughter or you think the committee is looking
for,

ons

new

E

(4) Thoughtfulness: how your son or daught

molded who he or she has become.

(5) Of course, spelling, grammar, punctuation, and how your son or
daughter composes his or her essay should be perfect so as not to
detract from the content of his or her essay.

U When writing the essay, encourage your son or daughter to picture himself or

herself as one of the committee members: he or she has re ad thousands of
essays: what would make the next essay stand out and not just be one more
essay that really didndoét say anything.

role. Just make sure you are looking at the essay as an admissions
committee member an d not as a parent. The point is to be objective.

14
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Essays & Personal Statements (continued)

Have several people check the essay. Although your son or daughter must

write the essay, it is imperative that he or she gets assistance from others

with their thoughts on how to tighten the essay up, reflect him or her more,

be correct grammatically, and have correct spelling. Who are these others?

You (the parents), teachers, and school counselors. (Remember, school
counselors have a strong understanding of what the admissions committee is
looking for).

Make sure that your son or daughter always follows directions on what
identifying information to include.

Even if the application (paper) has a space for the essay, always word process

the essay and include it as an extra page. However, there are a few college
applications that will state that the
space providedo.

Personal Statements are shortened essays.

i

i

i

Usually there is a limit of no more than 100 words, someti mes even less.
It is the collegeds way of getting a
person.

Follow the guidelines for the essay listed above.

15
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Portfolios and Auditions

If you plan to study a major in the area of the arts, such as theater , music, or fine
arts, you may be required to audition or show your portfolio to admissions personnel from
that department in the college, conservatory, or institute.

Art Portfolio

An art portfolio is a collection of your best pieces of artwork. The pieces you select
should show diversity in technique and a range of subject matter. These portfolios cannot
only help you gain acceptance, but also may be used in determining if you receive a
scholarship. You must follow the guidelines of how the college or scholarship competition
wants the portfolio presented. More is not necessarily better!

Music Auditions

If you plan to major in music, whether it is vocal or instrumental, you usually must
audition. If you are a singer, prepare at least two pieces i n contrasting styles to highlight
your vocal range. You should definitely schedule time with Mr. Myers, as he would know
which pieces would showcase your voice the best.

If you are an instrumentalist, you need to be prepared to play scales and arpeggi 0s,
at least one etude or technical study, and a solo work. Instrumental audition pieces do
not need to be memorized. You should schedul e t

your selections.

In either vocal or instrumental, you may be required to d o sight -reading. Programs
differ at each college, so you should call the college and ask for audition information.
Music departments are usually looking for students who have both technical competence
and performance achievement.

16



Recommendations

C Some coll eges ask for them, some donot. l n man
anywhere from 1 -3 recommendations to accompany your application file. If you plan to
ask someone for a recommendation, you should provide the person with information

thatmight prove wuseful for him/her, such as the 00Q
Recommendati onsao. Anot her wuseful piece of info
the OoOParent Brag Sheet for Coll ege Recommendat.

U Who do you get recommendations from?
e School counse lor (always)
e Teacher (usually at least 1)
e Others: teachers, pastors, person where your son or daughter did job
shadowing or volunteer work, Scout/4 -H Leaders, coach, employers

U Your son or daughter should be careful about whom they choose: what
recommenda tions say can sometimes be the key to acceptance or rejection.
Recommendations have more influence on whether or not your son or daughter
is admitted than you or he or she may suspect.

U Choose someone who knows their strengths, not just someone they have their
senior year, or a c¢class where they received
will o0l ook goododé to the admissions committee

U Provide the person who will be doing the recommendation with information
he/she may not know about them as well as what he/sh e does know. Ask the
person if he/she has any questions about them.

C Waive or not waive : Legally, your son or daughter has the right to see all his or her
academic and personal records and letters of recommendations. He or she may choose
to waive these r ights.

U Some applications will have a place where he or she will check if he or she
waives or does not waive these rights. He or she should waive his or her
rights to see their recommendations.

U Admissions committees believe that recommendation lette rs may not be as
honest when the writers know your son or daughter will see their files,
thereby making the recommendations less valuable. Admissions committees
may give more weight to confidential recommendation letters.

C Inregardstowaiving rights,yo ur son or daughter might be abl e
whether or not the person he or she asks to do a recommendation would give a positive

one by asking the person the question: OWoul d vy
recommendation for me for _ (college or schol ar shi
hesitates, or says, olf you could find someone

is your son or daughterds cue to move on to son
him or her that the recommendation wo uld not be in his or her best interests.
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College Visits

C If your son or daughter has not already done so, he or she (along with you) should
schedulea visit t o t he campus and ask to o0sit ind a col
or interest area. Although initial visits to colleges should have been made during the
spring and summer of his or her junior year, visits during the fall of his or her senior
year can give him or her additional information that is needed to finalize his or her
decision as to which  college is his or her first choice. Decide what is important; then
evaluate each college using the same criteria. Some criteria to consider or get answers
for, and things to see and do are:

Library

Dorm Rooms (one that is similar to the one in which yo u will live)

Technology & accessibility to technology

Laboratories (science majors)

Music Facilities (music majors)

Athletic & Recreational Facilities

Campus Security

Social Life

Activities available

Student to teach ratio (ask how the college got thei r figure, since this ratio can

be misleading depending on what data the ¢

Graduation rates: how many students graduate in four years? Five years?

U Placement statistics A how many students actually find employment in their
fields?

U Special programs such as study abroad, student internships, research with
faculty? (what is required to participate in these programs and how many
students have these options?)

U An appointment with a financial aid officer if possible

U Eatamealint he dining facilities. . . Ask about meal plans

U Try to speak to students on campus. What do they like about the college and
what do they not like? Where do students hang out, study, go on weekends?

U Write down the names of each person you meet, and send a thank you note.

If possible, refer to something from your conversation with that person.

[t et eI R et e an-R entE ent- e

c:

C Complete the o0Campus VivswntakinGtecoeird.éomi st 6 fr om

C Remember i1 tds very diff e pasornas gposedtoustiteddieg col | ege
about it in catalogs or on the Internet.

C For more information about visiting colleges yo
& Coll ege I nterviewso from one of your school c
What if you candt visit?

Although not as good as actually physically being on the campus, sometimes there
are circumstances where you just cannot go to a college campus. In that case, you should
visit www.campustours.com _ or www.campuscorner.com _ to take a virtual tour of the
colleges in which you have an interest.
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College Interview

C The interview is the opportunity for your son or daughter to once again shine and
personalize the application proces s. While you can and should help your son or
daughter to prepare for the interview, you should not be present during the interview.
This is something your son or daughter needs to do on his or her own. Most colleges
will not allow a parent to be present during the interview, but if the college does allow
you to be present it is important for you to allow your son or daughter to do the
talking. Remember to watch your body language! (If you have helped in advance to
prepare your son or daughter for the i nterview, he or she should be just fine.)

U How to prepare for an interview:

e Practice answering questions (see the ones that follow on pages 20 -22)
¢ Read information sent to you by the college, in the college catalogs or on the
coll egeds website

e Bring atra nscript (unofficial) and be prepared to discuss your academic
background and test scores if asked. Also, be prepared to discuss how you
spend your time outside of school

e Honesty and maturity will work in your favor. When discussing a point or
answering a question, do not complain, make excuses, or blame others.

e Tolerance: if you have issues with thinking you are better than someone else
you should be taking an inventory of how this type of behavior will come
across to someone else. If you give the impre  ssion of thinking that you are
better than the otypical 6 person your age,
the interviewer.

U Interview Dos:
e Be yourself
Maintain good eye contact
Dress well and neatly. No hats!
Be positive
Listen
Try to avoid one sentenc e or one -word answers. Remember, each question is
an invitation for a conversation.

e Show interest and pay attention to both the questions being asked and the
answers your interviewer gives.

e Be honest.

Have questions to ask the interviewer ready.
e Send ath ank you note. (Make sure you have the correct spelling of the
personds name)
0 I nterview Dondt s:
Do not be late for your appointment.
Do not make excuses, blame others or show intolerance or prejudice.
Do not provide academic materials unless they are reques ted.
Do not ask the interviewer to compare colleges.
If your parents ask questions at the conclusion of the interview, watch your
body | anguage and make sure you dondot argu
Dondt smoke or chew gum.
e Dondt be arrogant.
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C What are the intervi ewers looking for?

U To get an idea of who your son or daughter is.

0 The interviewer wonodot spend too much
or daughter ds hi guork(bisdnlweoapplicatmugivaeséhem
plenty of information).

U By the time they meet with your son or daughter, they will have extensively
reviewed his or her application and picked out a few items to speak with him
or her at length about.

U The interviewer determines whether your son or daughter is telling the truth.
Also they are as sessing your son or daughter as a person: their strengths,
weaknesses, priorities and passions.

Some Questions and Answers

C Before we begin with possible questions and answers, keep in mind that your son or
daughter must tailor the answers to be their own, in their own words. As a result, this
section is presented directly to your son or daughter. This is your opportunity to help
your son or daughter to be prepared for their interview.

i

N

How can | explain a poor grade on my transcript?
e Poor grades may be ac ceptable under certain circumstances:

1. If poor grades are concentrated in one particular area such as math then
your son or daughter could point out that math has never been a strong
point, but has great grades in other subjects.

2. If poor grades were due to a circumstance such as problems at home,
illness, or part -time employment.

e Your son or daughter should try to draw attention to their strengths - their
stronger grades, or on the fact how their grades have improved over time.

What courses have you enjoyed/hated most?

e NEVER admit to hating a course which is of significant importance in the college
you are trying to getinto - no college wants to accept a student who'll get sick of the
curriculum and quit in a few months time.

e Ideally, the coursesi n which you've performed well should be the ones you
enjoyed the most, and they should be the most important courses as far as the
college/degree in question is concerned.

e Don't lie and admit to enjoying a course that you really hated - the people
intervi ewing you have decades of experience in education and can easily spot a lie,
especially a lie concerned with academia.
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Questions and Answers (continued)
0 Why did you choose our university?

¢ Tell about the factors that made him or her decide on that univers ity, e.g.,
|l ocation, costs, teachers, facilities, and pr
just recite what is already written in the catalog or online.

i What is your greatest achievement in life?
e Try to be very well prepared for this question, becau se it's bound to be asked.

« Of all the achievements you've made, think of the one that has had the greatest
impact on you and mention that.

e Make sure the achievement you mention is one that portrays some positive
personal qualities: hard work, perseveranc e, intelligence, diligence, honesty, and
determination to mention a few.

U  What is your opinion on (any current event)?
e Your opinion does not matter, the way you express it does.

e Used to test your knowledge, your ability to assimilate and analyze informati on,
and how you are able to present that information. For example, whether you

support or oppose the US attack on Iraq is irrelevant - what counts is how you
defend your stand in the light of facts and convincing arguments.

U If you could change one thing a bout the time you spent at high school, what
would it be?

e This is what some students would refer to as a "trick” question, making you
divulge something negative about your high school experience.

e The best way to deal with this question is to have an answ er prepared well in
advance - something about your time at high school which could have been

improved, but which is not something negative enough to give the interviewers

second thoughts about offering you admission.

e Tell them about how you spent too much time on soccer and got a B in math.
U What was the most recent book you read or your favorite book and why?

e The purpose of this question is not to check to see that you are reading a certain
type of ointellectual 6 book, but remsonwhy.t hat yo

e If you are an avid reader (and you should be if you are considering college), then
this should be an excellent opportunity for you to relax and tell the interviewer what
is of interest to you.

These are only some of the possible questions th at could be asked of your son or
daughter. To learn about more questions, have your son or daughter borrow one of the
books available through the School Counseling Office or go online and search for
information.
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Possible Questions for Y  our Son/Daughter to Ask

C At the conclusion of the interview, the interviewer will ask your son or daughter if he or
she has any questions. It is important that your son or daughter have some questions
ready. The interview process is still continuing. The interviewer is checking to see that
your son or daughter can do more than just answer questions.

C Some possible questions that your son or daughter could ask are:

U Are there educational opportunities off campus such as study abroad and
internshipsforcert ai n majors such as business, psychol

U What type of housing is available to freshmen?

U If there are fraternities or sororities on campus, are they important to the social life
on campus?

U Do all students eat in the college cafeteria? Is there a meal plan ?
U What kind of financial aid program does the college have?

i What kinds of special services are available to students? Health? Psychological?
Educational and career placement?

i Do classes tend to be large lectures or small sessions, or a combination of bo th?
i  What percentage of graduates goes on to professional and graduate schools?

i What type of campus security is there? Do they have an escort system? Is there a
published crime rate? Ask to see one. (Colleges are supposed to make sure you
have a copy of this)
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Financial Aid

Sources of Financial Aid
Federal

State

Institutional (college)
Private

Two Primary Categories of Aid

e Need-based Aid is based on demonstrated financial need

¢ Merit-based Aid is generally given to students in recognition of special skills or talents,
athletics, academic ability, program of study, and/or family background

Types of Financial Aid
e GiftAd: Grants & Scholarships; a.k.a. ofree money
e Self-Help: Loans & Employment

Application Process

Complete FAFSA

Complete College Profile (if necessary)

Know State & Institutional (college) financial deadlines

Do not wait to be accepted for admission before applying for aid
Respond quickly to requests for information

Search for scholarships locally & nationally and complete applications
Keep copies of all materials

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)

e Your son or daughter may receive a FAFSA form through the mail if he or she took the

SAT or ACT when he or she was a junior. (This did not happen last year. Most

students had to apply online).

You only need to complete one FAFSA form.

Anyone planning on attending college should complete the FAFSA.

The FAFSA form cannot be submitted until after January 1 st, 2008.

Financial aid workshop for students and parents is December 5 th 2007 (6:00 p.m.)
Check with individual colleges to find out when their financial aid deadline is.

FAFSA: How to Apply

e Paper FAFSA

e FAFSA on the Web ( www.fafsa.ed.gov )

o If filing online at least one parent and the student must get a pin number so they can
provide a signature electronically. (  www.pin.ed.gov )
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Costs of Attendance

¢

¢

Direct Costs

e Tuition and Fe es

e On-campus or off -campus room and board
¢ Books and supplies

Indirect Costs

Transportation allowance

Miscellaneous personal expenses

Room and board allowance for commuter students

Reasonable allowance for the documented rental or purchase of personal comp uter
Dependent or elder care allowance

Allowance for expenses not covered by assisting agencies for students with

disabilities

e Loan-related fees such as origination fees

Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

¢

What is the EFC?

e Parental Contribution + Student Contribution = EFC

e The EFC is how much money a family can reasonably be expected to contribute
toward the cost of attendance (both direct and indirect costs)

e The EFC is calculated by an analysis of the family financial information submitted
on the FAFSA

EFC Determining Factors

e Parental income

e Parental assets (not primary residence)

e Age of older parent

e Family size/number in college (parents in college are excluded from federal EFC
calculation)

Student income

e Student assets

Allowances Included in EFC Formu la (Federal Methodology)
e Federal, state, and local taxes

e Working parents

e Asset protection for retirement

e Standard living costs based on family size

Allowances not included in EFC Formula (Federal Methodology)

e Consumer debt

e Auto expenses

e More than minimum  medical and dental expenses (NOTE: you can contact the

Financial Aid Administrator at your <coll ege

applied; see institutional methodology)
¢ Elementary/secondary tuition for other dependent children
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Expected Family Co ntribution (EFC) (continued)

C Institutional Methodology
e Some colleges use additional information and calculate the Institutional EFC using
a different formula than used for the federal EFC
¢ Additional forms are normally required by colleges using IM
e [Mcan only be used for awarding institutional funds

C Allowances that can be considered for Institutional Methodology
Primary home value

Business income from supplemental tax schedules
Custodial and non -custodial parent contributions

Other income and asset consid  erations

Allowances for medical/dental expenses

Different taxation tables for allowances against income
Parents enrolled in college

Minimum student contributions from summer earnings

C Calculating the EFC
e Families can directly calculate their EFC using one of the EFC calculators found on
the web.
Some sites with EFC calculators:
www.finaid.org
www.collegeboard.com
www.educationpla nner.com

Calculating Financial Need

Cost of Attendance (COA) - EFC = NEED

What is unmet or remaining need?

C Need minus Federal Aid minus State Aid minus Private Aid minus Institutional Aid
U Equals Remaining Need

Correction Process

C There are 3 wayst o correct data that was submitted to the CPS
¢ Return the corrected Student Aid Report to the processor
e Correct the data online through FAFSA on the web ( www.fafsa.ed.gov )
e Submit corrections to the college the student w ill attend. The school will then
submit corrections electronically. Note: not all colleges will submit corrections
for the student; the student needs to contact the college first to see which way it
prefers the student submit corrections.
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Scholarshi ps & Grants
C Before we tackle this subject, here are a few starters to always keep in mind.

1. Never pay for a scholarship search service . You can find all the information that
a fee-based search service will supply and more for free.

2. FAFSA is an applicati on that you complete after January 1, 2008

3.1tds easy to odiscovero6 scholarships, but it
4. Only apply to scholarships for which you are eligible.
5. Scholarships are not just based on grades.
6. A few private colleges require Col lege Profile
7. You do not have to oOacceptdé a collegeds ofina
C Scholarships are sometimes quite easy to apply for: just a click on many of the
websites listed throughout this booklet will give your son or daughter a chance to win
$1,0000r more for coll ege. It never hurts to gi Ve
chance. The only criterion for most is that your son or daughter must attend a college.
C There are several financial aid websites that offer free scholarship searches. Enter
infor mation to more than one, since their database of scholarship information may

vary. The best site by far is FastWeb. A list of financial aid web sites can be found on
page 38 and throughout the financial aid pages that follow.
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FINANCIAL A ID

Please note that this financial aid information may change. The counselors will be
attending a financial aid workshop in the beginning of November. Your counselor
will give any new or updated information to you after that workshop.

FINANCIAL AID FOR MS TO BE COMPLETED

FAFSA COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE APPLICATIONS
COLLEGE PROFILE PRIVATE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

PHEAA: State Grant (apply after January 1 st, 2008)
PELL: Federal Grant (apply after January 1 st, 2008)
SEOG: Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant
CWSP: College Work Study Program

The form to complete for these three grants and work study program is the

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) . In the past if you took the

SAT or ACT during yo ur junior year, you received this form through the mail some

time in December. These forms were also available in the School Counseling Office

in December. Last year, however, this was not the case. All students were required

to complete the online vers ion of the FAFSA http://www.fafsa.ed.gov___ with only a few

rare exceptions. We will keep you informed of what will be the case this year with

the FAFSA. (Some colleges and scholarships also require the College Profi le. Check
directly with your collegesd financial aid of
College Profile).

Who should complete the FAFSA? Everyone. Many colleges require that the

FAFSA and/or College Profile are completed in order to qualify for academic -based
schol arships as well as other college schol ar
Grantso) .

REMEMBER: These forms cannot be sent until after January 1 st, 2008. Check

with your colleges®6 financial ai dllegehdsaces for
di fferent deadline. Ibéforea Jawuary 1 %, thereddisa speeiad d | i n
form you will need to get.

(¢

FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP: December 5 th at6 p.m. The School

Counseling Office sponsors this annual workshop for students and th eir parents.
We have a guest speaker who knows the financial aid process present this

workshop. Please make a point to attend this workshop with your parents!

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: If anything changes within your family that affects income
negatively (suc h as unemployment or disability) you need to contact PHEAA, FAFSA,
and your college. This could increase the amount of aid you receive.
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LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS

NORTHERN TIER PENN STATE CHAPTER: scholarships are for 6
graduating seniors from Pottera  nd McKean Counties who will be attending any of
the Penn State campuses. Interested students must complete an application, an
essay, and provide letters of reference. Applications will be available in the School
Counseling Office in the spring. The appl ication deadline is usually in May.

GARY GREENMAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP: scholarship for students
pursuing a post -secondary with at least a minor in music. Students must complete
an application, provide a letter of acceptance from an accredited in stitution of
higher education, write an essay explaining what music means to the student, and
provide two letters of recommendation. Applications and further information is
available in the School Counseling Office in the February or March. Deadline is
usually the end of March.

PORT ALLEGANY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (P.A.E.A.) AWARD: local
teachersd association scholarship. Must writ
deserving of this award and how it will be used in the pursuit of higher educa tion.

The essay should include the name of the post -secondary institution you will attend

and the course of study you will take. This scholarship is available to everyone
pursuing a post -secondary education. Thereis  NO reason you should not apply!!
Deadline is usually in May.

PHYLLIS J. JONES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR HEAD START
GRADUATES: must be a former student and graduate of Head Start who is
currently enrolled or planning to enroll in a post -secondary institution. Students
must submitac ompleted application, questionnaire responses, and proof of
acceptance or enrollmentin a post  -secondary institution, and three letters of
reference. Applications and further information is available in the School
Counseling Office usually in April. Dead line is usually June 30 th,

CHARLES COLE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL NURSING SCHOLARSHIPS: must
be majoring in registered nursing; student must fulfill a two -year employment
commitment to Charles Cole Memorial Hospital upon graduation. Applications are
usual ly available in the School Counseling Office in April, or you can contact the
hospital directly. Deadline is usually no later than June 1 st,

CHARLES COLE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL ALLIED HEALTH
SCHOLARSHIPS: must be majoring in one of the many allied he alth fields;
Students must fulfill atwo  -year employment commitment to Charles Cole Memorial
Hospital upon graduation. Applications are usually available in the School
Counseling Office in April, or you can contact the hospital directly. Deadline is
usua lly no later than June 1 st

THE LT. WILLIAM E. DAISLEY, JR. MATH AWARD: requirements include:
resident of district for at least 3 years; take calculus; cumulative grade in academic
mathematics of at least 92% for 4 years of high school; member o f NHS; accepted to
four -year college. See Mr. VanGorden for more information.
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LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS (continued)

ROBERT MERTEN O6CI RCLE OF FI FTHiNHgGschMarstip C A WA
was awarded for the 1 st time in 2007. Itis a contest for eligible area m usic
students. Criteria included were an essay, written application, and a 5 -10 minute
performance portion (play an instrument, sing, or submit an original composition,
score, or arrangement). The deadline last year was in May. Further information will
be available from one of the music teachers or your school counselors.

COUDERSPORT BUSI NESS AND PROFESSI ONAL WOME
SCHOLARSHIP: applicant must be female from Coudersport, Roulette, or
Shinglehouse area. Applications are available in the S chool Counseling Office
usually in November or December. Deadline is usually in February.

THE BRENDA A. ROSS MEMORIAL NURSING SCHOLARSHIP: must be
pursuing nursing as a career. Students do NOT need to be employed by Charles
Cole Memorial Hospita | following completion of their nursing program. To apply the
student must provide the following information: (1) a formal letter requesting
consideration for the scholarship, (2) a completed scholarship application, (3) a high
school transcript, (4) proo f of acceptance in an approved nursing program, (5) and 3
letters of reference. Application packets should be mailed to: Charles Cole Memorial
Hospital, Human Resources Department, 1001 East Second Street, Coudersport, PA
16915.

T.LEE BENNETT SCH OLARSHIP FUND: must be pursuing a career in
teaching or the ministry. Requirements include an essay of 500 -1000 words telling
why you feel called to the field you have chosen. You must submit 2 copies of the
essay to the School Counseling Office: one co  py with your name, phone number,
and name of your school, and one copy without that information. Deadline is
usually the 1 st Friday in May.

JUNE DUNN PERFORMING ARTS AWARD  : to be eligible the recipient must
be (1) active in the Port Allegany High School music and/or drama club, (2) a
participant in community service, (3) pursuing performing arts/music education in
college, (4) accepted in a music or drama program at a 4 -year college or university.
Eligible recipients must submit a transcript, a ¢ oncise list of extra curricular
performing arts activities, a list of non -school activities, and a one -page typed essay
explaining why he/she has chosen the performing arts as a career. Applications
may be submitted through the music department and will b e reviewed by the Port
Al l egany Womends Club Scholarship committee.
total award of $1,500.00 cash to be divided among eligible seniors from Port
Allegany High School. Deadline is usually sometime in May.

JOEL KNOWL TON MEMORIAL FUND: must be a Potter County resident
and pursuing an undergraduate degree at Edinboro University. Financial need may
be a factor. Applicants must first apply for financial aid before being considered for
this scholarship.
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LOCAL SCHOLARS HIPS (continued)

ROBERT C. EDWARDS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION: must be from a
borough that is a member of the Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs.
Applicants must have been accepted for admission to an accredited college,
university, or school that offers a two or four year degree/certificate program.
Applicants are judged on knowledge, demonstrated leadership, and community
service. Applications are available in the School Counseling Office usually in
March. Scholarship deadline is in May.

ELEANOR BOSNICK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR NURSING: must
meet the following criteria: (1) graduating senior from Port Allegany High School who
intends to enroll at Indiana University of Pennsylvania with a declared major in
nursing; (2) have at least a 3.0 cumulative G.P.A. and demonstrate promise for
continued academic success; (3) demonstrate financial need; (4) demonstrate good
character and citizenship, and have good moral standing; (5) demonstrate
involvement in extra -curricular activities and/or volunteer service in community
activities. Applications are usually available in the School Counseling Office.

FOSTER MCCARL, JR. SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM: must be entering
plumbing, HVAC, engineering or construction related fields of study. Students must
be planning to attend a two or four year program at an accredited college,
university, or technical school located in Western Pennsylvania. Students must be
well -rounded individuals with a deep interest and involvement in their communities.

Applic ants must spend time volunteering, having outstanding academic
performance, and being leaders in their schools through involvement in athletics,
clubs, and student government. Applicants must be a resident of McKean County.
Applications are available onl  ine at www.mcanwpa.com _ or from the School
Counseling Office in March. Deadline is usually May 1 st

JAMES E. SPRINGER/ DALE L. BROWN SCHOLARSHIP (WACOPSE
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION): must be a member of WACOPSE for at least 6 months

and be pursuing a post -secondary education as a full  -time student. Students must
complete an application and answer 1 or 2 essay questions. Applications are

usually available in the School Counseling Office in February. Deadline is us ually
in April. For further information call 1 -800-322-7206.

THE GILBERT 6GI B&d AND Bl LLI E :Adbe &igibleSeHOL AR
recipient must (1) have been a resident of the Port Allegany School District for at
least three years, (2) have aninte  restin a health -related field, (3) have a cumulative
G.P.A. of 3.4 or higher, (4) be accepted to aone -, two -, or four -year college or
university. Eligible recipients must submit a transcript, a list of non -school
activities and extra -curricular activiti  es, and a one -page essay on his/her main goal
and how he/she expects to achieve this goal. The fund will provide an annual
award of $500.00. Deadline is usually in May.
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PHEAA SPECIAL PROGRAMS

More detailed information and applications can be found about each of these
programs on the  www.pheaa.org website.

ROBERT C. BYRD SCHOLARSHIP: must meet three educational standards:
rank in the top 5% of your graduating class; have a G.P.A. equal to a 3.50 or ab ove
on a 4.0 (unweighted) scale; and have a SAT combined critical reading and math
only score of 1150 or above or an ACT composite score of 25 or above. Applications
are available by either downloading them from www.ph eaa.org (Robert C. Byrd
Scholarship Application) or in the School Counseling Office usually sometime in
February or March. Deadline is usually May 1 st, Please note: A requirement for
this state scholarship is that students with weighted grades must have their
grades unweighted and their G.P.A. recalculated.

PHEAA ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: must have
applied and qualified for a federal Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program
award, but did not receive the scholarship (see Byrd Progr am eligibility
requirements above). There is not a separate application for this program. To be
considered for this award you must submit a Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship
Application no later than May 1~ st. This award may be discontinued.

TECH NOLOGY SCHOLARSHIP:  must be pursuing an approved science or
technology program at an approved Pennsylvania two - or four -year college or
licensed technical school. Applications will be available at www.pheaa.org andin
the School Counseling Office.

PA NATIONAL GUARD MEMBERS AWARD: provides tuition assistance for
students who enter into a service commitment with the Pennsylvania National
Guard. You must go to a degree - or certificate -granting program of study  at an

approved PA institution. For additional information go to www.PAGUARD.com and
click on OEducationo.

CHILDREN OF SOLDIERS DECLARED POW/MIA: children of a member of
the U.S. Armed Forceswho (1) hasbe en desi gnated a OPrisoner o
OMi ssing in Actiondé, (2) served on active dut

resident of Pennsylvania for at least twelve months preceding his/her service on
active duty.

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION GRATUI _TY PROGRAM: must be a child by
birth or adoption of a deceased police officer, firefighter, rescue or ambulance squad
member, corrections facility employee or active National Guard member who died
after January 1, 1976, as a direct result of performing hi s or her official duties OR a
child by birth or adoption of a deceased sheriff, deputy sheriff, National Guard
member or certain other individual who was on federal or state active military duty
who died since September 11, 2001, as a direct result of perf orming his or her
official duties. You must be pursuing undergraduate studies that will lead to an
associate or baccalaureate degree at a PA community college, state -owned
institution, or state  -related institution as a full time student.
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PHEAA SPECIAL PRO GRAMS (continued)

More detailed information and applications can be found about each of these
programs on the  www.pheaa.org website.

PA CHAFEE EDUCATION & TRAINING GRANT PROGRAM: must be eligible
forservices under the Stateds Chafee Foster Care
adopted from foster care after attaining age 16. You must be pursuing a post -
secondary education at least half time at a college or career school that is approved
by the U.S. Department of  Education for the Title IV student assistance programs.

PHEAA -ADMINISTERED WORK -STUDY PROGRAMS: the State Work -Study
Program (SWSP) provides PA students with employment opportunities in high -tech
and community -service fields. You can gain work e  xperience while earning money
to help pay for your higher education. You generally work from 10 to 15 hours per
week during the academic year and up to 40 hours per week during the summer.

You and your employer must complete the SWSP Student Application/ Placement
form and submit it to PHEAA. Deadlines and the application form are available on
the PHEAA website.

NowU: state -sponsored college savings program (PA 529 Investment Plan) is
a tax -deferred investment plan that helps you save money towar d the costs
associated with higher education. To enroll or get more information, visit
www.pa529direct.com or call 1 -800-440-4000.

FEDERAL (PELL) GRANT ADDITIONS
More detailed information and applications can be found about each of these
programs on the  http://studentaid.ed.gov website.

ACADEMIC COMPETITIVENESS GRANT: this grant will provide additional
money to those full -time students who are eligible for a Federal Pell Grant, and who
had successfully completed a rigorous high school program, as determined by the
state or local education agency and recognized by the Secretary of Education. When
you complete the FAFSA, there will be a part of the process th at will determine if
you meet the standards of rigorous course work.

NATIONAL SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS ACCESS TO RETAIN TALENT
GRANT or NATIONAL SMART GRANT: this grantis NOT available until your third
and fourth years of undergraduate study, bu t it is important to know about it now,
because you must meet the requirements during your first two years of college to be
eligible for this grant. Must be a full -time third - or fourth -year student who is
eligible for a Federal Pell Grant, and majoring i n physical, life, computer sciences,
mathematics, technology, engineering, or in a foreign language determined critical
to national security. The student must also have maintained a cumulative grade
point average of at least a 3.0 in coursework required f or the major. The National
SMART Grant is in addition to the studentos
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